ADMINISTRATION

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Intermediate 2 and Higher
	As this is predominantly a practical subject the amount of homework varies considerably dependent on the current course topic.  Constant revision of core text usually orientated towards internal assessments.  Higher will require more in-depth study/ understanding.
	· Written answers to questions.

· Constant revision of notes.

· No homework is given for practical units, as it cannot be assumed that students have access to software.
	· Check planner

· Access to a P.C. can benefit progress in practical abilities.


ART AND DESIGN

Art homework is set to help consolidate skills learned in class.  A variety of tasks will be given, most of which should be completed in the student sketchbook, which the department has provided.  On occasion students may also be asked to take in magazine cuttings or bring a specific item for use in class, i.e. a piece of fruit.  Sketchbook homework will be marked and included as a substantial part of a student’s overall assessment.  Students will be encouraged to take care of the sketchbook provided and take a pride in its contents.  A sketchbook will be provided for S5/6 and at least one hour should be spent on homework weekly.  A schedule of work will be provided.  In addition, once a week, an essay or critical response to visual illustrations will be given and take between half an hour to an hour to complete.  Parents could support students by checking work has been completed from their schedule and encourage an interest in artistic activities and visits outwith the classroom.  Also encourage acquiring a variety of art materials.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher/ Intermediate 2
	2 hours per week
	· Drawing in sketchbook using a variety of media, e.g. pencil, pen, felt tip, etc.

· Writing an essay or critical response to visual illustrations
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage interest

· Encourage acquisition of a variety of art materials


ADVANCED HIGHER

With the development of a personal folio of work, students choose a theme, which they have to explore in depth.  A minimum of time is time-tabled within the Art Department.  Much of their folio will be expected to be completed as homework, as and when they need to complete folio work for department deadlines.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	Advanced Higher
	3 hours per week
	· Using sketchbook to experiment with a variety of materials

· Using personal time to work on individual art folio
	· Encourage interest in visiting art exhibitions

· Encourage acquisition of a variety of art materials


BIOLOGY/HUMAN BIOLOGY

The Biology Department issues homework in line with school policy in an effort to improve knowledge, understanding and the application of skills.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	Intermediate 1 Biology


	Regular work on these throughout each topic
	· Homework booklets
	· 

	S5/6 Higher
	1 hour per week
	· SQA question as a booklet/Topic

· Continual revision of materials from lesson to lesson

· Careful revision prior to end of topic tests and exams

· Writing essays

· Data handling exercises

· Completion of work started in class

· Sub topic homework
	· Monitor planner

· Ensure homework is being done on a regular basis



	Advanced Higher
	When appropriate, probably something to complete every week
	· Data handling

· Essays

· Scholar Internet work

· Self-testing on Internet

· Topic Self-Test Questions
	· Monitor planner

· Ensure homework is being done on a regular basis




BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

The following is only a very brief summary of the Homework Policy for the above subject.  Further details are available from the department on application.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher Grade


	This will vary according to proximity of student to internal assessments.
	· Written answers to questions.

· Constant revision of core notes usually orientated towards internal assessment.
	· Check planner.


CHEMISTRY

Homework is seen as an integral part of the Chemistry course and plays an important part in helping pupils achieve their best.  The types of tasks and approximate length of time to be spent on homework are listed below.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher
	1½-2 hours per week
	· Completion of notes and learning of facts

· Practice problems

· Research of a particular topic

· Revision for assessments
	· Monitor planner

· Ensure homework is being done on a regular basis, especially the learning of facts and definitions

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but at least 2 hours per week
	· Advanced Higher Chemistry encourages independent study by students, so types of homework will vary and is left primarily to the discretion of the student.  It will usually include reading and learning course, practice problems and writing up the investigation.
	· Show an interest in what is being done and possibly assist in planning work so that deadlines are met


COMPUTING

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	Higher
	Will vary, but at least 2 hours a week – this is both formal/informal
	· Set homework

· Revision of notes

· Evaluation exercises

· Analysis and design work
	· Monitor planner

· Show an interest

· Encourage high quality work

· See school website

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but at least 2 hours per week – this is both formal/informal
	· Set homework

· Additional reading and research

· Planning of project

· Completion of stages of project

· Use Scholar web site
	· Monitor

· Encourage high quality of work

· See school website


DRAMA

Homework is an essential part of S5/6 Higher Studies.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher
	2-4 hrs per week (depending on task set)
	· Maintain log book for investigative drama rehearsals

· Learn words of scripts

· Prepare dramatic commentaries

· Prepare investigative drama workbook

· Prepare for all end of unit assessments

· Undertake background reading for set text

· Undertake background reading for ‘Contemporary Scottish Theatre’

· Essay writing in preparation for external papers

· Preparation for external acting exam
	· Monitor planner

· Read in other parts when learning lines

· If possible, provide opportunities for theatre visits

· Encourage a mature and responsible attitude




ENGLISH

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher 
	2-4 hrs per week
	· Pace work to meet deadlines

· Private reading in preparation for folio

· Revise and learn material covered in class

· Prepare work for next lesson

· Complete unfinished work

· Revise and practise for exams
	· Monitor homework

· Take an interest

· Encourage good reading habits

· Check student is going to meet deadlines.

	Advanced Higher
	5 hrs + per week
	· Advanced Higher students should be working independently on the above types of tasks and working on their Specialist Study and Creative Writing
	· Encourage maturity and a responsible attitude towards homework

· Check student is going to meet deadlines.


GEOGRAPHY

Homework in S5/6 will relate directly to the content and style of the SQA examinations.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Intermediate Geography /
Travel & Tourism/

MER
	30 mins but will vary
	· Written exercises using past papers in preparation for exam

· Completion of work started in class

· Preparation for future class work

· Revision of work for end of topic tests
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage a mature and responsible attitude towards homework and revision

	S5/6 Higher
	1½ - 2 hrs per week
	· Written exercises using past papers in preparation for exam

· Completion of work started in class

· Preparation for future class work

· Revision of work for end of topic tests/NABS
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage a mature and responsible attitude towards homework and revision

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary
	· Advanced Higher Geography encourages independent study by students on their field study and critical essays.  Much of this work will be done at home.
	· Show an interest in what is being done and possibly assist in planning in order to meet deadlines


GUIDANCE

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION AND TUTOR TIME

Formal regular homework for PSE or Tutor Time is rare, but the following list gives an indication of the activities that occur throughout the session.  PSE is largely concerned with students’ personal and social development therefore on-going support and encouragement from parents in relation to the four capacities of A Curriculum for Excellence:

· Successful learners

· Responsible citizens

· Confident individuals

· Effective contributors

would be helpful.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Common Course
	Variable
	· Research magazines and TV programmes

· Read through School Report and Summary Statement and prepare responses

· Discuss various returns/tear-off slips

· Prepare study plans and monitor them

· Prepare course choices (S5)

· Read course choice handbook (S5)

· Prepare application forms (S5)

· Read through College and University Prospectuses

· Prepare UCAS Application Forms

· Prepare and maintain rigorous study plans

· Attend University Open Days

· Prepare for interviews

· Keep a note of Higher Still Unit progress in Planner
	· Check and sign Planner, if appropriate

· Discuss PSE

· Discussion of annual School Report

· Help with preparation of Summary Statements

· Assist with organising and planning homework 

· Assist with planning study time

· Attend open evenings (e.g. curricular information evenings) at school where possible

· Contact the school Careers Adviser if appropriate

· Discuss career opportunities

· Encourage attendance at  College and University Open Days

· Discuss UCAS Application Form

· Ascertain Unit passes/fails of Higher Still subjects


HISTORY

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Intermediate
	45 mins – 1 hour 
	· Writing essays related to topics

· Written exercises to help improve “source handling skills”

· Set passages for reading

· Completion of unfinished or missed work

· Preparation/revision for Unit Assessments
	· Monitor planner

· Take an interest in the work being covered in school and at home

· Encourage maturity and a responsible attitude towards homework and revision

	S5/6 Higher
	Will vary, but average 1½-2 hrs per week
	· Writing essays related to topics

· Written exercises to help improve “source handling skills”

· Set passages for reading

· Completion of unfinished or missed work

· Preparation/revision for Unit Assessments/NABS
	· Monitor planner

· Take an interest in the work being covered in school and at home

· Encourage maturity and a responsible attitude towards homework and revision

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but average 1½-2 hrs per week
	· Writing essays

· Written exercises to help improve “source handling skills”

· Set passages for reading

· Completion of unfinished or missed work

· Work towards Dissertation
	· Monitor planner

· Take an interest in the work being covered in school and at home

· Encourage maturity and a responsible attitude towards homework and revision


HEALTH & LEISURE - HOME ECONOMICS

Home Economics encompasses both practical skills and theoretical aspects, therefore use is made of a wide range of homework tasks to meet the differing needs and abilities of pupils within the Department.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Hospitality   Intermediate 2
	Will vary
	· Preparation for end of Unit assessments

· Completion of short exercises to reinforce class work
	· Check students come prepared for practical work as per planner

· Ensure report is handed in on time


INFORMATION SYSTEMS

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	Intermediate 2
	Will vary, but at least 1 hour per week – this is both formal/informal


	· Set homework

· Revision of notes

· Evaluation exercises

· Analysis and design work
	· Monitor planner

· Show an interest

· Encourage high quality work

· See website

	S5/6 Higher Information Systems
	Will vary, but at least 2 hrs per week – this is both formal/informal
	· Analysis and design work

· Evaluation of work

· Revision of notes

· Use of Scholar web site

· Completion of worksheets in preparation for exam

· Set homework questions
	· Monitor planner

· Show an interest

· Encourage high quality work

· See website

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but at least 2 hrs per week – this is both formal/informal
	· Set homework

· Additional reading and research

· Planning of project

· Completion of stages of project

· Use Scholar web site
	· Monitor

· Encourage high quality of work

· See website


MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics Department see homework as an integral part of most courses.  It gives students the opportunity to reinforce skills and concepts learned in class, and parents the opportunity to become involved in their child’s education.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher and Intermediate 1 and 2
	Higher - 3-4 hrs per week

Int. 2 – 2-3 hrs per week

Int. 1 – 1-2 hrs per week
	· Revise work done in class

· Complete unfinished work

· Formal homework for assessment of each topic

· Work on specimen papers to prepare for final course assessment
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage good study habits

	Advanced Higher
	4-5 hrs per week
	· Students work through a series of 5/6 units.  Much of the work is done independently with a formal piece of homework for each unit, as well as informal homework throughout.
	· Encourage maturity and a responsible attitude towards homework


MODERN LANGUAGES

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher

S6 Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but no less than 30 mins per day
	· Learning of vocabulary 

· Writing essays and short pieces

· Reading texts for comprehension

· Topic preparation for oral work

· Reader preparation

· Study of grammar notes

· Individual preparation of Advanced Higher background topic
	· Monitor planner

· Check vocabulary

· Provide encouragement


MODERN STUDIES

Homework in the Modern Studies department will relate to class work and be completed at home.  Sometimes pupils will need to use their local community as a source of information.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Intermediate 1 and 2
	45 mins – 1 hour
	· Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills questions

· Extended Writing based on knowledge or sources

· A media report on certain course topics

· Keeping up to date with current affairs/news issues
	· Encourage discussions and further research on topics through different media and IT/Internet

· Collect any relevant resources

	S5/6 Higher
	1½ - 2 hrs per week
	· Completing set exercises on unit topics/NABS

· Keeping up to date with current affairs/news issues and relevant documentary programmes as they affect course topics

· An essay or decision-making exercise every 2 weeks
	· Encourage discussion and further research on topics through different media and IT/Internet

· Encourage planning in essays and report writing

· Collect any relevant resources

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary
	· Advanced Higher pupils should be working independently and organising their work on a self-supported study basis, as well as keeping abreast of current affairs

· Two essays/research methods exercises per term in the first three terms

· Ongoing research and writing for their dissertation throughout the year, including a research proposal

· Research and organisation for presentation of two topics

· Completion of set exercise on course topics
	· Be aware of course content

· Encourage discussion and research on topics

· Collect/record any relevant course topic materials from the media

· Act as a contact if you have specialist knowledge on a course topic


MUSIC

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher
	Practical

30 mins per day minimum for 1st instrument

15 mins per day minimum for 2nd instrument

2 hrs per week work on concepts and compositions
	· Record all work covered through daily diary

· Practice on 1st and 2nd instruments

· Completion of performance plans

· Study of concepts, history of music and terms

· Work on compositions and arrangements

· Complete course logs on a weekly basis
	· Monitor course log

· Check performance plans

· Listen to at least part of the practice period

· Check compositions are being completed


HEALTH & LEISURE - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher
	Weekly

1-2 hrs from Aug onwards
	· Past paper questions

· Related to practical work covered in class time

· Revision for Unit Assessments
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage interest and participation in physical activity


PHYSICS

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher and Intermediate 2
	2 hrs per week (minimum)
	· Research: looking for information about physics principles or their uses

· Reinforcement: reading over class work

· Practice in problem-solving

· Preparation for future class work

· Revision of work for tests and exams
	· Monitor planner

· Support and encourage, especially if difficulties are experienced

· Regard homework as an integral part of the course

	Advanced Higher
	Will vary, but at least 2 hours per week
	· Advanced Higher Physics encourages independent study by students so types of homework will vary and is left primarily to the discretion of the student but usually includes reading and learning course, practice problems and writing up the investigation.
	· Show an interest in what is being done and possibly assist in planning work so that deadlines are met


RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher RMPS
	2-3 hrs per week - 

At least 5 mins at the end of every day
	· Revising day to day classroom learning

· Re-writing notes

· Question & Answer tasks

· Preparation for assessment

· Reading as given by teacher
	· Discussion of issues raised by subject

· A quiet place to work

· Regular informal requests concerning progress

· Encourage students to meet deadlines


TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Homework is seen as an integral part of all courses of study within the Technical Education department.  This means that homework is not an option but is required to be done to the best of the student’s ability if they are going to complete and achieve the most from the course.

	COURSE
	EXPECTED

TIME
	TYPES OF TASKS
	PARENTAL HELP

	S5/6 Higher Product Design
	1½ hrs per week
	· Work on folio

· Completion of practice questions when set

· Do any extra work required to meet all folio deadlines as stated in Deadline Sheet for Course issued by department
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage high quality work

· Ensure students meet folio deadlines

	
	½ hr per week
	· Every Tuesday, either sketching or Exam type questions to be done for next week
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage high quality work

· Ensure students meet folio deadlines

	S5/6 Higher Graphic

Communication
	1½ hrs per week
	· Completion of set questions from course book/past exam papers

· Do any extra work required to meet all folio deadlines as stated in Student Guide for Course issued by department
	· Monitor planner

· Encourage high quality work

· Ensure students meet folio deadlines



	Advanced Higher Graphic Communication
	2-2½ hrs per week
	· Work on Folio

· Completion of Practice questions when set

· Do any extra work required to meet all Folio deadlines as stated in Student Guide for Course issued by department
	· Monitor planner + Student Guide

· Encourage high quality work

· Ensure students meet Folio deadlines

· Encourage students to work ahead of deadlines


