Introduction

In June you will enter your fifth or sixth year.  You will be expected to show a greater degree of maturity in your attitude to work and in your behaviour.  You should also demonstrate initiative and enterprise by responding to the opportunities that you are offered.

You will find in the handbook information on the range of subjects in school from which you will choose a course of study to suit your ambitions and interests.  You will also find in this handbook an explanation of the guidelines for negotiating your timetable.  In addition, sources of help available to you in considering your choice of course are outlined.

You will be expected to sign the Mearns Academy Students' Commitment and take on some responsibilities as a Senior Student.

If you make sensible and realistic choices and if you approach all aspects of your work in 2011-2012 with maturity then not only will your time in school be full and satisfying, but you will be preparing yourself in a very positive way for life after school.

Essential Information

NEGOTIATED TIMETABLE

1. S5 Students

(a)
You should negotiate your timetable with your Guidance Teacher and the Principal Teachers.  Your Guidance Teacher must approve your timetable once you have completed your negotiations.

(b)
Once your timetable has been approved, a copy signed by you, your parents and guidance teacher will be kept in school.  YOUR TIMETABLE CAN BE CHANGED ONLY AFTER CONSULTATION WITH YOUR GUIDANCE TEACHER, YOUR YEAR HEAD, THE PRINCIPAL TEACHER OF THAT SUBJECT AND WITH WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM YOUR PARENTS.

(c)
You must attend one period of Personal and Social Education, two periods of Physical Education, and two periods of supervised study per week.

(d)
Fifth year students will have a full timetable.

2. S6 Students

Your timetable must offer you a year of worthwhile work.

(b)
You should negotiate your timetable with your Guidance Teacher and the Principal Teachers.  Your Guidance Teacher must approve your timetable once you have completed your negotiations.

(c)
Once your timetable has been approved a copy signed by you, your parents and guidance teacher will be kept in school.  YOUR TIMETABLE CAN BE CHANGED ONLY AFTER CONSULTATION WITH YOUR GUIDANCE TEACHER, YOUR YEAR HEAD, THE PRINCIPAL TEACHER OF THAT SUBJECT AND WITH WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM YOUR PARENTS.

(d)
You need be in school only when you have classes to attend.  However, you MUST be in school every morning at 9 a.m. to meet with your Tutor Group and Class Tutor.  You must attend one period of Personal and Social Education, two periods of Physical Education, and two periods of supervised study/ASDAN per week. If you leave school during the school day you must sign the book at the School Office.  Students must attend Assembly.

3. Fifth Year Courses

In Fifth Year the courses offered are: -


Higher Still Courses and Units, 


Intermediate 2 Courses and Units and 


Intermediate 1 Courses and Units

Details of these are available in the S5/6 Handbook.  These courses are available at a variety of levels and entry requirements are indicated in the Handbook.  In these courses there will be end of unit assessments, which will be taken into account for certification purposes.  There will also be an external exam in May.

4. Sixth Year Courses

As well as the courses outlined above for Fifth year, Sixth year students, who have gained A, B or C passes in the Higher Grade Examinations, may wish to study one or two particular subjects to an advanced level, if these are available.  Students should discuss this with the Guidance staff and Principal Teachers of the subject(s) they are interested in studying.  For students who are taking Advanced Higher subjects there are YASS courses offered through the Open University which are suitable as additional study.
5. Other Courses

The school actively encourages links with FE Colleges.  Courses may be offered in partnership with Aberdeen or Angus College; if you are interested in these you should (a) discuss this with your Guidance Teacher and (b) attend College Open Days/Careers Conventions, etc.  You should also be aware that these courses often involve a form of day release from school, which may have an impact on your other subjects.  Courses possibly on offer this session include Psychology and Maths.  
CAREERS

You should give careful and realistic consideration to your choice of career.  There are many sources of help available to you and you should make use of these.  Remember that, as a student, you will be encouraged to use your initiative and find out information for yourself.

1. What Are Your Sources Of Help?

(a)
The Careers Adviser with whom you may well have had an interview in S4.  You may request an interview with the Careers Adviser at any time in S5 or S6 by filling in a form at the Office.

(b)
School Staff, Members of the Senior Management Team, the Guidance Staff, your Tutor, your Class Teachers, the Librarian, your family and former pupils.

(c)
The Careers Library with its many information sources and a folder of up to date job and information placed on the library counter.

(d)
A series of visiting speakers who will give talks on universities, colleges and a variety of careers.

(e)
PSE lessons at the beginning of S5/S6.

(f)
Careers Conventions, Open Days and visits to Colleges and Universities.

2. Which Path Will You Follow?

The following are options which are open:

(a)
If you are thinking about leaving school and looking for work then you should consider doing the following:

· Asking your Careers Adviser and the Guidance Staff about Skillseekers, and seeking a Careers Interview. 

· Consulting regularly the local papers, follow up immediately jobs which interest you, knowing where the Job Centres are, visiting them and using their services.  Keeping in touch with the Careers Office and keeping a close eye on the jobs in the School Library.

· Make sure that you note carefully the closing dates for job and training course applications.

· Ensure that your ROA is updated, so that it can be word processed in preparation for your leaving date.

(b) If you are thinking about entering Higher Education or Further Education then you should consider the courses which are offered by the Universities, Colleges of Education and Colleges of Further Education.  You should remember that to be sure of entrance to a course you will often need better qualifications than the absolute minimum.  Higher Education Institutions have different entrance requirements and particular faculties and departments require specific subjects.  Courses last for different periods of time.  In order to find out the information you require look for the appropriate prospectus in the Careers Library.  Get in touch with the institution in which you are interested.  IN OTHER WORDS USE YOUR INITIATIVE AND ASK FOR HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR S5 AND S6

1. Dress

You are expected to wear approved school uniform.  There will be no relaxation on the school's expectations regarding dress for Fifth and Sixth Year students.
2. Attendance

You must attend the classes named on your timetable.  You should attempt, wherever possible, to make all appointments, medical or otherwise, OUTWITH SCHOOL TIME.  You will continue to be responsible for giving a written explanation for absence to your Tutor, written and signed by your parents.  Your attendance should be 92% or better.
3. Study Periods

Students will be expected to have a full timetable and study periods will be negotiated where appropriate.  Students are expected to work quietly and productively in the allocated study room during any timetabled study periods and the Common Room is also available as a silent study area during class time for S6.  You should be aware of the desirability of acquiring good study habits and you should make a conscious effort to use your study time effectively. 

Art and Design

ART AND DESIGN: HIGHER and INTERMEDIATE TWO

Purpose 

This is a national qualification course which offers students the opportunity to achieve an Intermediate 2 or Higher award by the end of S5 or S6.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained Intermediate 1, achieving grades A and B to pursue an Intermediate 2 course and if entering a Higher course, students would be expected to attain grades A or B at Intermediate 2.  A genuine interest in drawing, design and art history and ability to meet deadlines and complete homework are all very important.

Course Details

The course is assessed as below:

Expressive 
Practical folio worth 100 marks.

Design 
Practical folio worth 100 marks.

Art & Design Studies

Intermediate 2 – written exam paper (1 hour)

Higher – written exam paper (90 minutes)

Progression

· Advanced Higher Art and Design; 

· Media Studies unit(s) or the course at Higher; 

· Graphic Communication unit(s) or the course at Higher; 

· appropriate HNC or HND course; 

· degree course in art school or university (Fine Art, History of Art, Media/Film, Art and Design); 

· the creative industries are a growth area in the workplace and employment statistics are encouraging for such graduates.

ART AND DESIGN: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose 

For students who want to further their skills in Art and Design. Students choosing this course must have both skill and ambition. Students will be expected to complete work in their own time and attend additional study periods to support the folio. Maturity, commitment, self-motivation and an ability to show initiative are essential qualities. 

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained grades A or B at Higher level.

Course Details

Two units – major (80 hours) and minor (40 hours)

Students may choose one of the following:

1. practical and written folio

2. practical folio only

3. written folio only

There is no formal examination at the end of this course but the finished portfolio is sent to the SQA for external assessment and grading.

Value of the Course

The course is a natural progression into tertiary education. The creative industries are a growth area in the workplace and employment statistics are encouraging for such graduates.

FOLIO PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE

Purpose 

For students who wish to pursue a career in either Fine Art or Design.

Recommended Entry

Students should have gained grades A or B at Higher level.

Course Details

Folio content is based on a personal theme, which the student may wish to pursue.  Content of the Folio will be tailored to the requirements of the College or Art school being applied to.  Three periods are timetabled within the Department, but the majority of artwork will be completed outwith this time.

A mature attitude to independent study is essential.

Business Studies

ADMINISTRATION  -  HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to give an opportunity to students to participate in a business and information environment.  Students will gain skills in managing information, organising, planning, problem solving and decision making.  These are essential skills for those intending to have a career in business administration, but are also useful in developing individual personal effectiveness whatever career pathway is being chosen. 

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Standard Grade Administration at Credit Level or Intermediate 2.

Course Details 

Two units.

Administrative Services (40 hours)

Information Technology for Management (80 hours)

Progression

· Advanced Higher Administration

· Higher National Certificate/Diploma

· Degree courses

· A wide range of employment opportunities

ADMINISTRATION  -  INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to give an opportunity to students to pursue a career in administration.  It will enable students to perform administrative functions and develop the competencies required to process information within a modern office environment.  The practical approach adopted makes the course suitable for individuals who wish to acquire administrative and practical skills required in the use of business software packages. 

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Standard Grade Administration at General Level Grade 3. 

Course Details

Administrative Services (40 hours)

Information Technology for Administrators (40 hours)

Administration: Presenting and Communicating Information (40 hours)

Progression

· Higher Administration

· National Certificate

· A wide range of employment opportunities and training

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: HIGHER
Purpose

To enable students to assess the activities of businesses, particularly with respect to the main functional areas which characterise the operation of all businesses. The course promotes the development of problem solving and decision-making skills within a business framework. It would be suitable for students who wish to extend and develop previous study. It would also be appropriate as a starting point for those who wish to pursue a business related career.

Recommended Entry

Students who have a Credit Pass in Standard Grade Business Management AND Standard Grade English have the recommended entry qualification. This can be a ‘crash’ course – potential students should discuss this possibility with the Principal Teacher of Business Studies.
Course Details

Three 40 hour units. 

Business Enterprise (H) (40 hours)

analyse the development of business enterprise in contemporary society

assess the value of information and the application of information technology to business enterprises

analyse the process of decision-making in business enterprises

Business Decision Areas (H) 40 hours

marketing

operations

Business Decision Areas (H) 40 hours

finance

human resource management

Progression

· Advanced Higher Business Management 

· HNC/D e.g. Business Administration 

· degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, BA Commerce 

· a range of employment or training opportunities e.g. administrative posts in human resources or marketing.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

This course offers the opportunity to acquire skills and knowledge which will allow students to participate in the world of business and commerce. It also enhances individual effectiveness.

Recommended Entry

Standard Grade in Business Management at General level AND Standard Grade English at General level. Enthusiastic students can attempt this as a ‘crash’ course.

Course Details

Three 40 hour units. 

Business Enterprise (H) (40 hours)

Role of business in society

Sources and types of information

ICT

Decision Making

Business Decision Areas (H) 40 hours

marketing

operations

Business Decision Areas (H) 40 hours

finance

human resource management

Progression

· Higher Business Management 

· Training or Employment

Computing Studies

Computing: Advanced Higher

Purpose

The Advanced Higher Course builds on the skills and knowledge gained from the Higher course.  The course should help develop the student’s ability to apply a systematic approach to the developing and management of a large project.  These skills will be essential for learning to manage their time effectively in later life.  This is largely a practical course where students are required to work to a given timetable but to manage their time themselves.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have obtained Computing Higher or possibly Higher Information Systems.
Course Details

The Advanced Higher course involves practical activities including course work, which covers more than one unit.  This project will be done in class time.  Students will be expected to do research in their own time.

The course consists of 2 Mandatory units and 1 optional unit.

Mandatory Units

Software development process  20 hours

· Description of the progression through project from proposal through to testing, evaluating and maintenance

· Comparison of different user-interface design styles

· Explanation of module, component and beta (acceptance) testing

· Description of debugging techniques: dry runs, trace tables (tools), break points

Software development languages and environments  20 hours

· Description of object-oriented language

· Comparison of object-oriented with procedural, declarative, event-driven and low level languages

· Explanation of the trends in language development (low level to high level, 4th generation)

· Description of the use and advantages of Computer-Aided Software Engineering (CASE) tools

Optional Units

Computer Architecture  20 hours

· Computer structure - detailed description of the basic structure of a PC/Mac

· Processor structure - detailed description of the advances in the design of processors

· Operating system - detailed look at the development of operating systems and the comparison of two distinct types

Assessment Procedures

Each unit has an end of unit assessment although some units can be assessed together in one assessment.  The project counts for 40% of your final grade, the rest is assessed by an external exam.

Value of Course

This course will be considered as an entrance qualification for HND/Degree courses

COMPUTING: HIGHER

Purpose

The Higher Grade Course will provide the student with an understanding of the underlying computing concepts and processes that drive information technology. The aim of the course is 

to develop the knowledge and understanding of computing concepts with regard to computer systems. 

to develop the student’s skills in analysis, synthesis, evaluation, communication and problem solving within a computing context. 

to develop practical abilities in the use of computing technology. 

to further the student’s ability to write computer programs. 

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have obtained

· Standard Grade Credit award and programming practical at level 1 or 2 

· Higher Information Systems

Course Details

The Higher course involves practical activities including course work, which covers more than one unit. This project will be done in class time. Pupils will be expected to do research in their own time.

The course consists of 2 Mandatory units and 1 optional unit

Mandatory units:

Unit – Title, Length and Brief Description

Computer Systems  40 hours

Principles of computer organisation

Knowledge and understanding of computer software

Knowledge and understanding of input, output and storage devices

Select computer systems to match specific operational requirements

Software Development  40 hours

Aspects of the software development process

Features of the software development environment

Implement features and use facilities of a software development environment

Produce a solution to a problem using a software development environment

Optional units:

Multimedia  technology 40 hours

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles, features, purposes and

implications of the technologies involved in the capture, creation and storage of

multimedia data by contemporary multimedia systems.

Demonstrate practical skills in the use of multimedia technology using contemporary

hardware and software.

Assessment procedures

Each unit has an end of unit assessment although some units can be assessed together in one assessment. There is an internal course work element, which counts for 30% of your final grade; the rest is assessed by an external exam.

Value of Course

This course will be considered as an entrance qualification for HND/Degree courses.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS: HIGHER

Purpose

The Higher Grade Course will provide the student with the knowledge and skills to play an active role within the “information society”. The aim of the course is to develop student’s software skills through a range of information software applications, and to provide knowledge and experience of contemporary information systems (Internet, Web Design ). The course should help develop an awareness of the trends in information systems and of the social, ethical and legal implications of these developments.  The course should cater for the career demands and the personal development of students interested in aspects of computer software applications and software development. This is largely a practical course.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have obtained

· Standard Grade Credit award or,
· Information Systems Intermediate 2 award, or
· Higher Computing or equivalent higher
Course Details

The Higher course involves practical activities including course work, which covers more than one unit. This project will be done in class time. Pupils will be expected to do research in their own time.

The course consists of 2 Mandatory units and 1 optional unit

Mandatory units:

Unit – Title, Length and Brief Description

Database Systems 40 hours

Construct a data model of an existing non-computerised system

Design database structures for this model

Implement a designed database system

Using information  40 hours

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of information, organisational information systems, information management software, and the social, legal, ethical and economic implications of information systems

Demonstrate practical skills in the use of contemporary hardware and software in the context of creating, storing, processing, retrieving and presenting information.

Optional units:

Applied multimedia 40 hours

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of

multimedia applications.

Demonstrate practical skills in the context of multimedia applications using

contemporary hardware and software.

Assessment procedures

Each unit has an end of unit assessment although some units can be assessed together in one assessment. There is an internal course work element, which counts for 30% of your final grade; the rest is assessed by an external exam.

Value of Course.

This course will be considered as an entrance qualification for HND/Degree courses.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

The Intermediate 2 course will provide the student with the skills and the background

to play an active role within the “information society”. The aim of the course is to develop student’s practical skills in using a range of application software. The course should help develop an awareness of the trends in information systems and develop the student’s confidence to allow them to enjoy and use IT systems. The course is designed to build on the skills obtained in S1/S2. This is largely a practical course.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have 

· Standard Grade General award or

· IT Core Skill at INT 1 or

· an interest in Computing Subjects

Course Details

The Intermediate 2 course involves practical activities including course work, which covers more than one unit. This project will be done in class time. Pupils will be expected to do research in their own time.

The course consists of 2 Mandatory units and 1 optional unit

Mandatory units:

Unit – Title, Length and Brief Description

Database Systems 40 hours

Explore and use database software

Set up and Query a database

Describe current uses and developments in Database design

Using Information 40 hours

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of information, organisational information systems, information management software, and the social, legal, ethical and economic implications of information systems

Demonstrate practical skills in the use of contemporary hardware and software in the context of creating, storing, processing and retrieving information.

Optional units:

Multimedia 40 hours

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of

multimedia applications.

Demonstrate practical skills in the context of multimedia applications using contemporary hardware and software.
Assessment procedures

Each unit has an end of unit assessment although some units can be assessed together in one assessment. There is an internal course work element, which counts for 40% of your final grade; the rest is assessed by an external exam.

Value of Course

This course will equip the student to be able to use various Computer Application Packages competently 

Drama

DRAMA: ADVANCED HIGHER

The Advanced Higher Drama course is designed to provide progression from Higher Drama and offer a challenging and satisfying course for candidates who wish to specialise in both the academic and practical aspects of the subject.

Recommended Entry
Candidates would normally be expected to have attained Higher Drama for entry to this course.
Course Details 

The course consists of three units:

Devised Drama


This unit allows students to take responsibility for a devised piece of theatre which is then presented to an audience. Each student will direct and design a devised play based on a stimulus given by SQA.

Theories of Performance

In this unit students will study two leading 20th century practitioners chosen from a prescribed list. The prescribed theatre practitioners include Stanislavski, Brecht and Artaud.
Special Study
The third unit allows students to specialise in a practical aspect of theatre. Candidates may choose acting, directing or design and this unit involves a practical examination of theatre skills.

DRAMA: HIGHER

Purpose

To provide opportunities for students, through the investigation of relationships, issues and topics, to gain knowledge and understanding of aspects of theatre, including textual analysis and contemporary Scottish theatre; to develop acting skills and to contribute to a presentation; to experience theatrical performance.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students of Higher drama will usually have achieved Credit level at Standard Grade. In some instances, students who have achieved General level at Standard Grade, and those who have other previous experience of drama, may also have access to the Higher course.

Course Details

This course consists of three mandatory 40 hour units, plus 40 hours flexible time.

Investigative Drama (H) 40 hours.

Students will, as a group, use creative drama skills to investigate and explore a theme, topic or issue. They will devise their own drama, taking individual directorial responsibility for a an identifiable section and will present the end-product to an audience.

Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context (H) 40 hours.

Students will investigate a text in its historical, social and theatrical context in order to explore how the text could be communicated through performance from the perspective of both director and actor.

Contemporary Scottish Theatre (H) 40 hours.

Students will develop skills in analysing and appreciating specified trends and issues in contemporary Scottish theatre though the exploration of a range of plays/productions. Students will also act a character from a contemporary Scottish text.

Progression

Students who achieve Higher drama may go on to Advanced Higher, to individual units at that level, or to further and higher education, where it may be accepted as an entry qualification to HNC, HND and degree programmes. The Higher course may also contribute to an appropriate Scottish Group Award.

Skill such as research, group dynamics, problem-solving and presentation which the student develops throughout the course are invaluable in the world of work.

Drama: Intermediate 2

Purpose
To develop the concept of exploring relationships using both creative drama and the interpretation of text.  The course promotes theatre production skills with a particular emphasis on directing, acting and design skills.
Recommended Entry

Standard Grade Drama at General level.  Other appropriate experience of drama.

Course Details

Unit I – Drama Skills – candidates use a variety of drama skills, forms and structures in the dramatic investigation and exploration of a negotiated theme, issue or topic.

Unit II – Theatre Production Skills – candidates focus on the acquisition of play appreciation skills and other key skills of theatre and production.

Unit III – allows candidates to integrate and consolidate the knowledge and skills acquired in the first 2 units to work on a production of a script drama.  Candidates will apply skills of acting or production in order to rehearse and perform the drama to an audience.

English

ENGLISH: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

This course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills that you have gained in Higher English, and allow you to pursue particular interests and strengths in more specialised areas of study.  The course presents considerable academic and personal challenges and requires you to think and work independently.  It provides a sound base for further study of English and also gives you a level of linguistic competence which is extremely valuable for a wide range of other studies and employment situations.

Recommended Entry

This is at the discretion of the school but you would normally be expected to have attained Higher English units or a course pass.
Course Details

The course consists of one mandatory 40 hour unit (Personal Study) and two optional 40 hour units (to be selected from Language, Scottish Language, Literature, Scottish Literature, Textual Analysis, Reading the Media, Oral Communication and Creative Writing), plus 40 hours flexible time.

Assessment

Units are assessed internally in accordance with SQA guidelines.  The course is assessed externally by the SQA.  The requirements for this are:
Personal Study: submission of dissertation;
Language, Scottish Language, Literature, Scottish Literature, Textual Analysis and Reading the Media: written examinations;
Creative Writing: submission of a folio of two pieces of creative writing in different genres.
ENGLISH: HIGHER

Purpose

The benefits of taking and successfully completing the Higher course are several:

Candidates will have a basis for progression to the next stage of the framework – Advanced Higher;
Candidates will gain an externally assessed award at a level specified as an entry qualification for various further education and higher education courses;
Candidates will gain a qualification which signals an ability to demonstrate a range of skills across a number of purposes;
Candidates who have undertaken an integrated Higher course will appreciate the inter-relationship and transferability of skills acquired in individual units;
Candidates who have successfully completed Higher English will possess a level of linguistic competence which will enable them to access other areas of the curriculum at an appropriate level.

Content

The successful candidate in a Higher course in English will have achieved the outcomes in each of the component units:

English: Language Study (Higher)  (60 Hours)

English: Literary Study (Higher)  (60 Hours)

English: Folio of Writing (Higher)
The content of these units, with the additional 40 hours (allocated to the Folio of Writing and preparation for the exam), constitutes the course.  It is not, however, envisaged that the Higher course should be taught in a particular sequence of units; rather, that the unit outcomes should be covered within an integrated programme of study.  For example, approaches to the study of texts in the Literary Study unit may be taught alongside preparation for the Folio of Writing.

In order to prepare candidates for graded external assessment, teachers will want to explore ways in which skills can be applied in different contexts.  There will be an emphasis on the quality of candidate performance, as well as on the range of skills deployed.  

Assessment

The award of Higher English will be based on a combination of internal and external assessment.  To gain the award, the candidate must achieve a pass in all the component units of the course as well as a pass in the external assessment.  External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment through an external examination and a Folio of Writing.
External Examination

The external examination will last for 3 hours and 15 minutes.  There will be two papers:

Close Reading (1 hour 45 minutes)

40% weighting

Critical Essay (1 hour 30 minutes)

40% weighting

Close Reading

In response to a series of questions, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate two thematically linked passages of unseen prose.  Some questions will require comparison and/or contrast between the passages.

Critical Essay

Selecting from a range of questions, candidates will be required to write two Critical Essays, each on a different genre, chosen from the following: poetry, prose, drama, mass media or language.  In the course of their responses, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate previously studied texts.

Folio of Writing

Candidates are required to produce two pieces of writing, one of which is broadly discursive and one which is broadly creative. Candidates will have the opportunity to work on the Folio of Writing in school and at home. They will also have the opportunity to redraft their work. The Folio of Writing has a 20% weighting at Higher.

The grade of award at Higher will be based on the total score obtained in the examination and the mark awarded to the Writing Folio.
When units are taken as component parts of a course, candidates will have the opportunity to demonstrate attainment beyond that required to achieve each of the unit outcomes.  This attainment is recorded and used to contribute towards course estimates and to provide evidence for appeals.
ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

The benefits of taking and successfully completing the Intermediate 2 course are several:

Candidates will have a basis for progression to the next stage of the framework – Higher;
Candidates will gain an externally assessed award at a level specified as an entry qualification for various further education and higher education courses;
Candidates will gain a qualification which signals an ability to demonstrate a range of skills across a number of purposes;
Candidates who have undertaken an integrated Intermediate 2 course will appreciate the inter-relationship and transferability of skills acquired in individual units;
Candidates who have successfully completed Intermediate 2 English will possess a level of linguistic competence which will enable them to access other areas of the curriculum at an appropriate level.

Content

The successful candidate in a Intermediate 2 course in English will have achieved the outcomes in each of the component units:

English: Language Study (Intermediate 2)  (60 Hours)

English: Literary Study (Intermediate 2)  (60 Hours)

English: Folio of Writing (Intermediate 2)
The content of these units, with the additional 40 hours (allocated to the Folio of Writing and preparation for the exam), constitutes the course.  It is not, however, envisaged that the Intermediate 2 course should be taught in a particular sequence of units; rather, that the unit outcomes should be covered within an integrated programme of study.  For example, approaches to the study of texts in the Literary Study unit may be taught alongside preparation for the Folio of Writing.

In order to prepare candidates for graded external assessment, teachers will want to explore ways in which skills can be applied in different contexts.  There will be an emphasis on the quality of candidate performance, as well as on the range of skills deployed.  

Assessment
The award of Intermediate 2 English will be based on a combination of internal and external assessment.  To gain the award, the candidate must achieve a pass in all the component units of the course as well as a pass in the external assessment.  External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment through an external examination and a Folio of Writing.
External Examination

The external examination will last for 2 hours 30 minutes.  There will be two papers:

Close Reading (1 hour)



40% weighting

Critical Essay (1 hour 30 minutes)

40% weighting

Close Reading

In response to a series of questions, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate a passage of unseen prose. 

Critical Essay

Selecting from a range of questions, candidates will be required to write two Critical Essays, each on a different genre, chosen from the following: poetry, prose, drama, mass media or language.  In the course of their responses, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate previously studied texts.

Folio of Writing

Candidates are required to produce two pieces of writing, one of which is broadly discursive and one which is broadly creative. Candidates will have the opportunity to work on the Folio of Writing in school and at home. They will also have the opportunity to redraft their work. The Folio of Writing has a 20% weighting at Intermediate 2.

The grade of award at Intermediate 2 will be based on the total score obtained in the examination and the mark awarded to the Folio of Writing.
When units are taken as component parts of a course, candidates will have the opportunity to demonstrate attainment beyond that required to achieve each of the unit outcomes.  This attainment is recorded and used to contribute towards course estimates and to provide evidence for appeals.  Additional details are provided, where appropriate, with the exemplar assessment materials.

ENGLISH: INTERMEDIATE 1

Purpose

The benefits of taking and successfully completing the Intermediate 1 course are several:

Candidates will have a basis for progression to the next stage of the framework – Intermediate 2;
Candidates will possess an externally assessed award at a level specified as an entry qualification for various further education and higher education courses;
Candidates will gain a qualification which signals an ability to demonstrate a range of skills across a number of purposes;
Candidates who have undertaken an integrated Intermediate 1 course will appreciate the inter-relationship and transferability of skills acquired in individual units;
Candidates who have successfully completed Intermediate 1 English will possess a level of linguistic competence which will enable them to access other areas of the curriculum at an appropriate level.

Content

The successful candidate in a Intermediate 1 course in English will have achieved the outcomes in each of the component units:

English: Language Study (Intermediate 1)  (60 Hours)

English: Literary Study (Intermediate 1)  (60 Hours)

English: Folio of Writing (Intermediate 1)
The content of these units, with the additional 40 hours (allocated to the Folio of Writing and preparation for the exam), constitutes the course.  It is not, however, envisaged that the Intermediate 1 course should be taught in a particular sequence of units; rather, that the unit outcomes should be covered within an integrated programme of study.  For example, approaches to the study of texts in the Literary Study unit may be taught alongside preparation for the Folio of Writing.

In order to prepare candidates for graded external assessment, teachers will explore ways in which skills can be applied in different contexts.  There will be an emphasis on the quality of candidate performance, as well as on the range of skills deployed.  

Assessment

The award of Intermediate 1 English will be based on a combination of internal and external assessment.  To gain the award, the candidate must achieve a pass in all the component units of the course as well as a pass in the external assessment.  External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment through an external examination and a Folio of Writing.
External Examination

The external examination will last for 1 hour 45 minutes.  There will be two papers:

Close Reading (1 hour)


40% weighting

Critical Essay (45 minutes)

40% weighting

Close Reading

In response to a series of questions, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate a passage of unseen prose. 

Critical Essay

Selecting from a range of questions, candidates will be required to write a Critical Essay demonstrating their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate previously studied poetry, prose, drama, mass media or language text(s).

Folio of Writing

Candidates are required to produce one piece of writing, either of a broadly discursive nature or broadly creative. Candidates will have the opportunity to work on the Folio of Writing in school and at home. They will also have the opportunity to redraft their work. The Folio of Writing has a 20% weighting at Intermediate 1.

The grade of award at Intermediate 1 will be based on the total score obtained in the examination and the mark awarded to the Folio of Writing.
When units are taken as component parts of a course, candidates will have the opportunity to demonstrate achievement beyond that required to attain each of the unit outcomes.  This attainment may, where appropriate, be recorded and used to contribute towards course estimates and to provide evidence for appeals.  Additional details are provided, where appropriate, with the exemplar assessment materials.

S5/6 Certificated Course – Writing/Communication skills
In addition to the previous Higher Still courses (which focus on the analysis and evaluation of literature) the Department, when necessary will offer the following two alternative courses – Practical Writing Skills and Communication – each of which may be more suited to individual students’ needs.

These are fully accredited SQA courses and when successfully completed earn UCAS pointage.

Purpose

This course is composed of two separate modules to be taken in sequence.  The modules are Practical Writing Skills and Communication.  It is aimed at those students who would find the strong literature element of Intermediate 1 or 2 inappropriate.  Practical Writing Skills is offered at Intermediate 2 level, while Communication is available at Intermediate 1 or 2.
Practical Writing Skills

This module is designed to develop a range of skills appropriate to dealing with vocational and general situations which require written responses and products.  The module allows the student to develop valuable skills in organising and presenting information for different audiences in a range of contexts.

Content

There are four assessable outcomes:

· to complete a range of forms for a variety of purposes

· to organise items of written material in a format appropriate to a specific situation

· to write instructions for specific tasks or processes

· to write formal letters in response to specific situations

Candidates are required to produce one piece of writing, either of a broadly discursive or a broadly creative nature. Candidates will have the opportunity to work on the Folio of Writing in school and at home. They will have the opportunity to redraft their work. The Folio of Writing has a 20% weighting at Intermediate 1.
Communication
This module is designed to further the acquisition of broadly based skills in the common language contexts, helping the student to establish and maintain social and working relations and to use language skills in a vocational situation.  
Content

There are four assessable outcomes:

· to demonstrate an understanding of simple but detailed written communication on familiar topics

· to produce simple but detailed written communication

· to demonstrate an understanding of simple but detailed spoken communication on familiar topics

· to deliver and participate in simple but detailed spoken communication

Geography

GEOGRAPHY: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is that through using the concepts and techniques of geographical analysis students develop a detailed understanding of aspects of the contemporary world which are of concern to all citizens.  In addition, there is an increased emphasis on developing skills of independent study, co-operate learning, objective thinking and the ability to communicate clearly and confidently.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the centre, candidates would normally be expected to have attained a course or one of the following component unit(s) at Higher in Geography, or a course or component unit(s) at Higher or Advanced Higher in another social subject, or a course or component unit(s) at Higher or Advanced Higher level in Geology or Managing Environmental Resources or Travel and Tourism.

Course Details

The course comprises 3 mandatory units of 40 hours, plus 40 hours flexible time.

Unit 1 – Geographical Methods and Techniques

In this unit candidates develop and use skills in fieldwork survey/measurement and recording techniques.  Candidates are also required to carry out calculations involving appropriate statistical techniques and to present and analyse information using a variety of maps and diagrams.

Unit 2 – Geographical Study

In this investigative exercise candidates research a topic in depth.  This may be undertaken in the local area.  Candidates will be expected to plan and research a Geographical Study.  They will have to use appropriate techniques to analyse, evaluate and present the information and their findings.  The Geographical Study will involve the candidate in collecting and processing information from field studies and/or published sources such as census data.

Unit 3 – Geographical Issues

This unit is designed to develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate evidence from different sources.  It requires the identification, development and analysis of one research question related to a key geographical issue. 

Teaching Approach

Although teaching methods will be formal, a variety of approaches will be used.  Independent learning may form the basis of a considerable part of the student’s study time at Advanced Higher.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award for the course, the student must achieve all the component units of the course, as well as the external assessment.  Assessment of the course comprises:

1.
Externally set and assessed written paper lasting 2 hours 30 minutes – 30%

2.
A Geographical Study – 40%

3.
A Geographical Issues essay – 30%

GEOGRAPHY: HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to add breadth and depth to the conceptual understanding of physical and human environments and their inter-relationships. It also extends evaluative skills and the range of geographical methods and techniques familiar to students.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained:

a grade 1, 2 (or possibly a 3) at Standard Grade in Geography or another social subject 

Course Details

The course comprises three mandatory units of 40 hours, plus 40 hours of flexible time.  The units will be taught in an integrated manner.

Geography: Physical and Human Environments - Units 1 and 2 (80 Hours)

These units build on key ideas relating to the physical and human environment and international issues developed at earlier stages. There are eight sub-sections dealing with atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, biosphere, population, rural, industrial and urban geography.  Also linked to these units are specified geographical methods and techniques which should be taught in the context of the sub sections.

The time allocation to these units reflects the integration of the geographical methods and techniques within the sub sections but it can also be used to enhance the teaching by drawing on aspects of the Applications.

Geography: Environmental Interactions - Unit 3 (40 Hours)

In this unit, emphasis is placed on providing students with the opportunity to develop aspects of physical and human geography within specified applications and prescribed real contexts. Students are required to study two applications, from a choice of six.
Teaching Approach

Teacher exposition and note-taking from textbooks, information sheets and a wide variety of other resources form the basis of classwork in this unit.  Class and group discussion will reinforce this.  Extension work and resource based learning will be available to most members of the class as appropriate.  Formal and informal group work will play a strong role in teaching methods.  The use of a wide range of media and resources will be encouraged.

Homework is now a vital part of the Geography course and will be set on a regular basis.  “Informal” homework, such as finishing classwork or studying textbooks is integral to the course.

Assessment Procedures

Assessment of the Higher will be as follows:-

Continuous internal assessment of all aspects of the course.  To gain the award for the course, students must achieve all the component units, as well as the external assessment.

External Assessment  (held in May)

Paper I – Physical and Human Environments (1 hour, 30 minutes)

Paper II – Environmental Interactions (1 hour, 15 minutes)

Progression

The Higher Geography course is valuable in itself to prepare students more readily to accept the rights and responsibilities of living in a democratic society on a fossil planet and to encourage positive attitudes to other societies and a concern for the world environment.

It is of more practical use in that:

· from the achievement of a Higher course or units in Geography the student may be able to progress to the course or units at Advanced Higher

· students could progress to a course or units at an appropriate level in another social subject

· it is an ideal entrance qualification for many colleges or university courses, either science, arts or commerce based

· it is an entrance qualification for many professions and trades at various levels, eg meteorology, local or national government planning, surveying, map making, road and railway courses, armed services, tourism, etc.

History

HISTORY: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to enhance knowledge and understanding of the subject by providing a study in depth of a significant historical period.  This will continue the development of evaluation and investigative skills developed at Higher level.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have achieved a pass at Higher level in History.  In exceptional cases a candidate may be accepted without having sat a Higher course in this subject but this would be dependent on success at Higher level in compatible subjects notably English and would have to be negotiated with the Principal Teacher Faculty.

Course Details

One unified area of course content which deals with all aspects of the chosen area of study.  The study will focus on a narrow time-frame and will encourage the students to build up a detailed expertise in this area.  The course will also include time spent on the preparation and writing of a dissertation – on a topic of the candidate’s choice, from within a specified area of the course.

Historical Study:
US Civil War

(80 Hours)

Topics include:

Slavery in America




Causes of the US Civil War




American Politics




Civil War – leaders and battles

The soldier’s experience in the war

The outcomes for this unit would be assessed by a combination of essay writing and source-based evaluation exercises – combined in one formal assessment.  These would test skills in historical analysis, conceptual understanding, selection and organisation of evidence and ability to form and sustain a conclusion.

Historical Research



(40 Hours)

Preparation and research for a dissertation, written at a length not exceeding 4,000 words.

The outcomes for this unit are assessed through a combination of book and source review, interview and the submission of the dissertation itself.  These exercises look to test skills in research and analysis.

Teaching Approach

1. Where possible, students will be taught directly for part of their time-tabled study.
2. Students will be asked to conduct research and will be given set tasks in this area as well as general reading advice.  A significant amount of reading will be required.
3. Students may be required to prepare for and present seminar lessons.

Course Assessment

Students’ Final Grades will be determined by the following:

Examination Paper


Part 1

2 Essays (from a choice of 6)



50 marks Total


Part 2

Source-Based Evaluation Exercise - 3 Questions
40 marks Total

Dissertation








50 marks Total

The final overall grade is established by a calculation that gives all three parts of the assessment an equal weighting, and then finding an average.  There will be a full Preliminary Examination as well as regular essay writing and source analysis practice.   The first Unit assessment will follow the same pattern as the final exam.  The second Unit assessment will be based on class work relating to the dissertation and covered over a period of weeks.

Progression

The Advanced Higher course is an excellent preparation for a student intending to go on to University to study History (or a subject and course utilising similar skills and techniques, e.g. other Social Science areas, law, journalism, politics, arts and the media).

History –Higher

Purpose

Higher History helps students to understand the society in which they live. It looks at the ways in which important aspects of that society have developed in the past, both nationally and internationally. This historical understanding will in turn assist them in becoming effective contributors to and responsible citizens within that society

The Course is designed to enable students to develop skills in historical understanding and analysis through structured and extended writing and ,through the interpretation, evaluation and comparison of sources of historical evidence. In addition, candidates are encouraged to take more independent responsibility for their own learning. 

Recommended Entry

Students would be expected to have attained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade in History or in other compatible subjects, notably English. The skills developed in studying the Course build upon those involved at Standard Grade and/or Intermediate 2. 

Course Details

Three mandatory 40 hour units, plus 40 hours flexible time.  Each unit has equal weighting.

The course will be taught at Higher Level though it may be possible to offer assessments at Intermediate 2 level for students who have difficulty in completing the units at Higher Level.   
Paper 1

Historical Study: British

Early Modern History - The Atlantic Slave Trade 
A study of the development of the Atlantic Slave Trade in the 18th century, the social and economic consequences of that trade, and its abolition in 1807, illustrating the themes of ideology, rights and conflict.
Historical Study: European and World Unit

Later Modern History - Russia 1881 - 1921 
A study of the development of opposition to autocracy in a large multi-national state, the collapse of the Tsarist regime and the rise of the Bolsheviks during the years 1881–1921, illustrating the themes of ideology, identity and authority

The outcomes for both these units cover historical analysis, conceptual understanding, selecting and organising evidence and drawing a conclusion. These are combined in the skills of organised narrative and sustained, reasoned analysis, expressed through the production of essays.

Paper 2

Scottish History

Migration and Empire, 1830 - 1939 
A study of population movement and social and economic change in Scotland and abroad between 1830 and 1939, illustrating the themes of empire, migration and identity.

The outcomes for this unit cover source evaluation skills, knowledge and understanding and analysis. They are assessed through the production of short responses to five items of source material.

The course is designed for study in one session. 

Teaching Approach

Students will be taught directly. A range of documentary and visual sources will be used in class as the basis for discussion and interpretation.

A considerable amount of background reading will be done by the students themselves. Research skills are particularly important at Higher Level. 

Where appropriate, students will be asked to assist the study of the course through their own presentations to the others in the group. 

Course Assessment

Students’ final grades will be determined by a mixture of exam and coursework.

Paper 1 Exam  The Atlantic Slave Trade/Russia 1881-1921 – 40 marks

Paper 2 Exam  Migration and Empire    30 marks

Extended Essay (chosen by student) 30 marks

A full preliminary exam will be taken by all students.
Progression

From the achievement of a Higher unit or course, students may be able to progress to Advanced Higher in History or to higher education courses in History, humanities and social sciences, law and business administration, media and the arts. Alternatively, students could move on to further education courses including |HNC/D courses in arts and social sciences.
The skills developed in Higher History are extremely useful across a wide variety of applications and careers. Particular skills include: 

• researching and analysing complex events 

• structuring and sustaining lines of reasoned argument 

• thinking critically and presenting clear and balanced conclusions 

• evaluating sources in terms of authorship/origin, possible purpose, content and context 

• participating in discussion and debate, through which democratic attitudes of open-mindedness and tolerance are fostered 

Home Economics

HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY - INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to enable students to experience and improve skills within various types of food production. It also equips students with the skills and experience necessary to gain employment in the hospitality industry.

Recommended Entry

Students will find it advantageous to have attained Intermediate 1 units in Health and Food Technology or Hospitality.  Other entry will be at the discretion of the Department.

Course Details

There are three mandatory units (3 x 40 hours).  There is additional time for preparation for external assessment for students taking the whole course to Intermediate Level.

Practical Skills for the Hospitality Industry 40 Hours

This unit enables students to prepare, cook and present food using a range of appropriate techniques and equipment.  Students have to keep a folio of their practical work undertaken.  There is a short response question paper.

Food Preparation for Healthy Eating (Int 2) 40 hours

This unit enables students to carry out practical activities which demonstrates how, by applying basic principles of selection of ingredients and methods of cookery, traditional foods can be produced in a healthier way.

Foods of the World (Int 2) 40 hours

In this unit, students will investigate the traditional foodstuffs and dishes from a country of their choice.  They will select and prepare a range of these traditional dishes and present the results of investigative work on their country in a report form.

External Assessment

The assessment is wholly practical but marks are awarded for planning.  The assessment involves preparing and cooking a three course meal in 2½ hours.

Progression

· To Higher in Hospitality

· To further education at NC level in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality 

· To employment in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality.
Mathematics

MATHEMATICS: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

The aim of this course is to build upon and extend students’ mathematical learning in the areas of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and calculus.  Mathematics 1 (AH), Mathematics 2 (AH) and Mathematics 3 (AH) are progressive units.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained an award at Higher, Grade A or B.

Course Details

Three 40-hour units, plus 40 hours flexible time is the recommended allowance.  The school may be unable to give the full allocation of teaching time.

Mathematics 1 (AH) 40 Hours

This unit contains five learning outcomes.

Outcome 1 – Algebraic Skills

Outcome 2 – Differentiation

Outcome 3 – Integration

Outcome 4 – Properties of Functions

Outcome 5 – Systems of Linear Equations

Mathematics 2 (AH) 40 Hours

This unit has five learning outcomes.

Outcome 1 – Further Differentiation

Outcome 2 – Further Integration

Outcome 3 – Complex Numbers

Outcome 4 – Sequences and Series

Outcome 5 – Elementary Number Theory

Mathematics 3 (AH) 40 Hours

This unit has five learning outcomes.

Outcome 1 – Vectors

Outcome 2 – Matrix Algebra

Outcome 3 – Further Sequences and Series

Outcome 4 – Further Differential Equations

Outcome 5 – Further Mathematics Proof

Progression

Students would be well prepared to follow a degree course in Mathematics at University or to do a course such as engineering, which has a substantial mathematical content.

MATHEMATICS: HIGHER

Purpose

The aim of this course is to build upon and extend students’ mathematical learning in the areas of algebra, geometry and trigonometry and to introduce students to elementary calculus. Mathematics 1 (H), Mathematics 2 (H) and Mathematics 3(H) are progressive units.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained a Standard Grade Credit award.

Course Details

Three 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Mathematics 1 (H) 40 hours

This unit includes the gradient and equation of the straight line, sketching and identifying related functions and graphs, composite functions, solution of trigonometric equations, basic differentiation and recurrence relationships.

Mathematics 2 (H) 40 hours

The content of this unit covers quadratic theory and the Remainder Theorem, basic integration, use of the addition formulae in trigonometry and the equation of a circle and tangency.

Mathematics 3 (H) 40 hours

Mathematics 3 (H) contains vectors in three dimension and the scalar product, further differentiation and integration, properties of exponential and logarithmic functions and further trigonometric relationships.

Progression

Students may progress to Advanced Higher Mathematics or exit to higher or further education, using the qualification as either a general or specific entry requirement for mathematics, engineering, or science HNC/D or degree courses.

MATHEMATICS: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

The course will provide an experience broadly equivalent in difficulty to Standard Grade Credit level in terms of algebra, trigonometry and geometry for those students for whom progression to Higher level is appropriate.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained a Standard Grade General award.

Course Details

Three units of 40 hours plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Mathematics 1 (Int 2) 40 hours

The content of this unit includes calculations involving percentages, using formulae to find volumes of spheres cones and prisms, linear relationships in the form of sketches and finding the equations of straight lines, multiplication and factorisation of algebraic expressions, finding the length of an arc and the area of a sector of a circle and solution of problems involving circles.

Mathematics 2 (Int 2) 40 hours

This unit contains both mathematical and statistical content. The mathematics content is further trigonometry using the area of a triangle formula and the Sine and Cosine rules, and simultaneous linear equations. The statistics is an extension of the statistics contained in Mathematics 2 (Int 1). It includes the use of graphs, charts and tables and the use of simple statistics, such as standard deviation, semi-interquartile range, finding the equation of a regression line and assigning probability to an event.

Mathematics 3 (Int 2) 40 hours

This unit contains operations on algebraic fractions, surds, indices and change of subject formulae, graphs of quadratic functions and solutions of quadratic equations, and the graphs of trigonometric functions and solutions of trigonometric equations.

OR

Mathematics 4 (Int 2) 40 hours

This unit contains maths in a social context, logic diagrams, applying formulae and a statistical assignment.

Progression

Students may progress to Higher Mathematics.  However, this will require a high degree of independent study as a timetabled class may not be available.  The course may also serve as a general or specific entry requirement to HNC or HND courses or as a general entry requirement for other higher education courses which do not have a specific mathematical content.

This Mathematics course or its component units may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

MATHEMATICS: INTERMEDIATE 1

Purpose

The course will provide an experience broadly equivalent in difficulty to Standard Grade General level in terms of algebra, trigonometry and geometry for those students for whom progression to Intermediate 2 level is appropriate.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained a Standard Grade Foundation award.

Course Details

Three units of 40 hours plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Mathematics 1 (Int 1) 40 hours

The content of this unit includes using your calculator, basic calculation, basic geometry, formulae, calculations in context.

Mathematics 2 (Int 1) 40 hours

The content of this unit includes using your calculator, graphs, charts and tables, speed, distance, time, Pythagoras, integers and statistics.

Mathematics 3 (Int 1) 40 hours

The content of this unit includes basic algebra, graphical relationships, basic trigonometry and standard form

 OR

Mathematics 4 (Int 1) 40 hours

The content of this unit includes calculations in a social context, logic diagrams, scale drawings, nets and a statistical assignment.

Progression

Students may progress to Intermediate 2.  

This Mathematics course or its component units may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

Modern Languages

FRENCH and/or Spanish: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

To offer progressive development of competence in Reading, Speaking, Listening and Writing to a level that engenders independence for the student in the target language.

Recommended Entry

A Grade A or B pass at Higher in the target language and Grade A or B at Higher English
Course Details

Two mandatory units (one of 80 hours, one of 40 hours), plus 40 hours flexible time.

Mandatory Unit

Language (80 Hours)

Develop the student’s language skills within three broad themes: Topical Issues, Personal and Social Issues, and Environmental Issues.  Expression of opinions and exchange of ideas with increasingly sophisticated language, allied to fluency of expression.

Optional Units

Extended Reading/Viewing (40 Hours)

Two target language books/plays, or one book/play plus one background topic chosen by the candidate.


OR

Language in Work (40 Hours)

Productive, interactive, or mediating use of language as required in work-related contexts.  Students will have to read and understand relevant textual material. 

Progression

· Tertiary Education courses or units (Degree/HNC/HND)

· Work experience abroad

· Foreign language used in tandem with other marketable skills in the world of business.

FRENCH and /or spanish: HIGHER

Purpose

The aim of this course is to offer progressive development of competence in the four skill areas of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing, within a widening range of contexts and language purposes.

Recommended Entry

While entry to the course or units will be at the discretion of the Principal Teacher, students will normally be expected to have attained:

Standard Grade award at Grades 1 or 2, including ‘Writing’ at Grades 1 or 2
Standard Grade award at Grades 1 or 2 in English

Course Details

Two mandatory units (one of 80 hours and one of 40 hours), plus 40 hours flexible time.

Language 80 hours 

This unit will seek to ensure progress in language in a variety of contexts, combining the skills in appropriate integrated tasks. It will build on students’ prior learning.

Contexts of language covered will reflect the age and interests of the students and at this level the skills of speaking and writing will place emphasis on the student’s ability to express points of view in some detail and to exchange ideas with evidence of increasing confidence and accuracy.

Either

Extended Reading/Viewing (H) 40 hours

Writing personal views and opinions based on extended reading in French or after having viewed a film in French.

Or

Language in Work (H) 40 hours

Productive, interactive, or mediating uses of language within a work-related context.

Of the two options above, students will study one, thereby developing further particular language skills in line with their personal or vocational needs or interests.  In consultation with students, and in the light of the expertise of members of staff, a decision will be taken as regards which of the options will be offered.

Progression

Advanced Higher course or units in the same language – this will depend on staffing availability

Higher education courses at appropriate levels, including HNC, HND or degree courses 

Courses offered by foreign language agencies at appropriate levels 

Employment, possibly making use of foreign language competence.

FRENCH and/or spanish: INTERMEDIATE 2 

Purpose

To build upon the level of competence achieved at Standard Grade, or Intermediate 1 in French.

Recommended Entry

Standard Grade 3 or 4, Intermediate 1

Course Details

Two mandatory units (one of 80 hours, one of 40 hours), plus 40 hours flexible time.

Mandatory Unit

Language (80 Hours)

Building on the student’s prior learning, this unit will seek to develop skills and competence within the context of three broad themes: Lifestyles, Education and Work, and The Wider World.

Optional Units

Personal Communication  (40 Hours)

Writing personal views and opinions based on extended reading in French or after having viewed a film in French.
OR

Language in Work  (40 hours)

Productive, interactive, or mediating uses of language within a work-related context.

Progression

· Higher courses or units in the same language – this will depend on staffing availability.

· Further education courses at appropriate levels.

· Employment, possibly making use of foreign language competence.

Modern Studies

MODERN STUDIES: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to develop knowledge and understanding, evaluative and investigative skills around the topic of Law and Order in the UK.  This course also prepares pupils for the demands of university.
Recommended Entry

Students are expected to have attained:

A pass in Higher Modern Studies

A pass in another Higher social subject or RMPS by negotiation with the Principal Teacher Faculty.

Course Details

The course involves three complementary and overlapping disciplines.  For the exam extended essays on Law and Order issues are written, together with questions on research methods and case studies.  As well as the exam, students produce a 4,000 – 5,000 word dissertation on a Law and Order question of their choosing.

As this is a Higher Still course there will be Unit Assessments during the year.  All Unit Assessments must be passed in order for a course award to be made.

Topics include,

Law and Order and Research Methods

The Causes and Effects of Crime in the UK
Responses to Crime and Public Disorder in the UK

Penal Systems in the UK
Practical Research

MODERN STUDIES: HIGHER

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to develop knowledge and understanding of political, social and international issues and to promote the development of the critical skills of analysis, synthesis, evaluating and decision-making.

Recommended Entry

Students are expected to have attained:

A Credit 1 or 2 in Knowledge and Understanding at Standard Grade in Modern Studies or another social subject 

A Higher in another social subject

S5 students should also be attempting one-year English at Higher level.

Course Details

The Higher is sat in two papers.  In Paper 1 the student will write essays covering selected course topics.  Paper 2 consists of a decision making exercise on Wealth and Health in the UK.  Students are given primary resources continuing conflicting views and solutions about a topical problem.  A report has to be written in which the students must choose a solution, justify their choice and explain the consequences of their decisions.  Students will sit practice essays under exam conditions in class as preparation for the final exam.  Skills that have begun to be developed at Standard Grade level are further built on.

Evaluation of data to correct bias, assess relevance, establish patterns, and identify trends.

Application of detailed evidence to support viewpoints and decisions.

Synthesis of detailed knowledge and understanding of political and social issues.

As this is a Higher Still course there will be Unit Assessments during each of the study themes.

All Unit Assessments must be passed in order for a course award to be made.

Political Issues in the United Kingdom (H) 40 hours
Students will study the following two study themes:

Study Theme 1A: Decision Making in Central Government 

Study Theme 1D: The Electoral System, Voting and Political Attitudes
Social Issues in the United Kingdom (H) 40 hours
Students will study the following study theme:

Study Theme 2: Wealth and Health Inequalities in the UK 

The skills of decision-making will be incorporated in this unit.

International Issues (H) 40 hours
Students will study the following two themes:

Study Theme 3C: The United States of America
Study Theme 3F: Global Security

Value of Course

The skills and content learned should help the students to understand the world and encourage them to become actively involved in it.  Modern Studies can be valuable for students wishing to work in local government, law, caring professions, the media, the Forces and other areas where a current affairs background is helpful.

Progression

Students who are successful in the Higher course could progress to Advanced Higher Modern Studies or to a Higher course in another social subject. Alternatively, students may progress to HNC or HND awards or use the Higher qualification for general entrance to university or to particular degree courses in social sciences such as Politics, Sociology and International Relations or in Public Administration or Law.

Music

MUSIC: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

· To experience music as a performer, composer and listener – activities which play prominent parts in our cultural lives.

· To provide opportunities to develop a general interest in music.

· To provide the opportunity to choose a particular focus on developing skills in performance or in performance with the use of technology.

Students will acquire a practical knowledge and understanding of the subject which contributes to personal development and enhances quality of life, while developing skills for further study and enjoyment of music.

The course is also designed to serve the needs of those who:

· wish to study the subject as part of a general education

· wish to pursue a leisure interest in music

· intend to follow a career in music.

Recommended Entry

· Higher Music

Course Details

The course consists of two mandatory units:

Music: Composing (Advanced Higher)

Music: Listening (Advanced Higher)

and one of the following optional units:

Music: Performing (Advanced Higher)

Music: Performing with Technology (Advanced Higher)

Music: Composing (Advanced Higher)

Students will have the opportunities to develop their creative use of compositional skills in preparation for the production of an audio folio which lasts a minimum of 3 minutes and which contains 2 examples of individual work, each lasting a minimum of 1 minute 30 seconds.  This will require personal decisions about style, performance forces and compositional devices used.  These will be detailed in a programme note and score/performance plan for each piece.

Music: Listening (Advanced Higher)

Students will have the opportunity to consolidate and extend the level of conceptual understanding which they have acquired through their experience in performing, which they can in turn bring to their own creative work in composing.  They will develop the ability to identify stylistic features of music listened to and to describe compositional features in terms of melody, harmony, rhythm, structure, timbre, genre and form.  In addition to general listening undertaken as part of this unit, which culminates in the production of a Listening Commentary, the detailed study of musical works, prescribed by SQA will give the students a particular opportunity to focus their listening on complete movements or works.

Music: Performing (Advanced Higher)

· Performance on two instruments or one instrument and voice or one instrument and accompanying.

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.

Music: Performing with Technology (Advanced Higher)

· Performing on one instrument or voice

· MIDI sequencing folio or Sound Engineering and production folio

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.  They will also develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills in either MIDI Sequencing or sound engineering and production.

Assessment

To achieve the Course Award the student must pass the two mandatory Units (Composing and Listening) and one optional Unit (Performing OR Performing with Technology), as well as the Course assessment.

Music: Composing (AH) Unit

· Demonstrate the creative and technical skills required to complete an audio folio of at least 3 minutes duration, containing 2 contrasting pieces, which may include elements of improvisation and/or arrangement, each lasting a minimum 1 minute 30 seconds
· A detailed programme note and score/performance plan for each piece

· An assessor’s process observation checklist which records the compositional process over time

· A range of compositional techniques identified for Advanced Higher should be employed, in addition to those at Higher, Intermediate 2 and 1, and Access 3.

Music: Listening (AH) Unit

· Students will be assessed in a single event by means of a listening test, with the time limit of 1 hour.  This will consist of short, straight forward questions designed to test concept knowledge and understanding and musical literacy.  Questions will mostly relate to audio excerpts.

· A 1500-2000 word commentary relating to the study of two or more works or movements

· An assessor observation checklist

Music: Performing (AH) Unit

· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 15 minutes

· A performance on a different instrument/voice lasting 10 minutes

Or
· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 15 minutes

· A performance of prepared instrumental/vocal accompaniments lasting 12 minutes and
· A performance of accompaniments played at sight lasting 3 minutes

Music: Performing with Technology (AH) Unit

· A performance on one instrument/voice lasting 10 minutes

· A completed assignment in MIDI Sequencing or Sound Engineering and Production

· A test of knowledge and understanding, with a time limit of 1 hour
Progression

The course or its units may provide progression to:

· Higher National Programmes

· Higher Education

· Training or Employment

MUSIC: HIGHER

Purpose

· To experience music as a performer, composer and listener – activities which play prominent parts in our cultural lives.

· To provide opportunities to develop a general interest in music.

· To provide the opportunity to choose a particular focus on developing skills in performance or in performance with the use of technology.

Students will acquire a practical knowledge and understanding of the subject which contributes to personal development and enhances quality of life, while developing skills for further study and enjoyment of music.

The course is also designed to serve the needs of those who:

· wish to study the subject as part of a general education

· wish to pursue a leisure interest in music

· intend to follow a career in music.

Recommended Entry

· Standard Grade Music at Credit Level

· Intermediate 2 Music

Course Details

The course consists of two mandatory units:

Music: Composing (Higher)

Music: Listening (Higher)

and one of the following optional units:

Music: Performing (Higher)

Music: Performing with Technology (Higher)

Music: Composing (Higher)

Students will have opportunities to develop their creative use of compositional skills in preparation for the production of an audio folio which lasts a minimum of 2 minutes and which contains 2 examples of individual work.  This will require personal decisions about style, performance forces and compositional devices used.  These will be detailed in a programme note and score/performance plan for each piece.

Music: Listening (Higher)

Students will have the opportunity to consolidate and extend the level of conceptual understanding which they have acquired through their experience in performing, which they can in turn bring to their own creative work in composing.  They will develop the ability to identify stylistic features of music listened to and to describe compositional features in terms of melody, harmony, rhythm, structure, timbre, genre and form.  In addition to general listening undertaken as part of this unit, the detailed study of musical works, prescribed by SQA, will give the students a particular opportunity to focus their listening on complete movements or works.

Music: Performing (Higher)

· Performance on two instruments or one instrument and voice or one instrument and accompanying.

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.

Music: Performing with Technology (Higher)

· Performing on one instrument or voice

· MIDI sequencing folio or Sound Engineering and production folio

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.  They will also develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills in either MIDI Sequencing or sound engineering and production.

Assessment

To achieve the Course Award the student must pass the two mandatory Units (Composing and Listening) and one optional Unit (Performing OR Performing with Technology), as well as the Course assessment.

Music: Composing (H) Unit

· Demonstrate the creative and technical skills required to complete an audio folio of at least 2 compositions, which may include elements of improvisation and/or arrangement, each lasting at least 1 minute.

· A detailed programme note and score/performance plan for each piece

· An assessor’s process observation checklist which records the compositional process over time

· A range of compositional techniques identified for Higher should be employed, in addition to those at Intermediate 2 and 1, and Access 3.

Music: Listening (H) Unit

· Students will be assessed in a single event by means of a listening test, with the time limit of 1 hour.  This will consist of short, straight forward questions designed to test concept knowledge and understanding and musical literacy.  Questions will mostly relate to audio excerpts.

Music: Performing (H) Unit

· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 10 minutes

· A performance on a different instrument/voice lasting 5 minutes

Or
· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 10 minutes

· A performance of prepared instrumental/vocal accompaniments lasting 8 minutes and
· A performance of accompaniments played at sight lasting 2 minutes

Music: Performing with Technology (H) Unit

· A performance on one instrument/voice lasting 5 minutes

· A completed assignment in MIDI Sequencing or Sound Engineering and Production

· A test of knowledge and understanding, with a time limit of 45 minutes

Progression

The course or its Units may provide progression to:

· Music Courses and Units at Advanced Higher level

· Higher National Programmes

· Higher Education

· Training or Employment

MUSIC: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

· To experience music as a performer, composer and listener – activities which play prominent parts in our cultural lives.

· To provide opportunities to develop a general interest in music.

· To provide the opportunity to choose a particular focus on developing skills in performance or in performance with the use of technology.

Students will acquire a practical knowledge and understanding of the subject which contributes to personal development and enhances quality of life, while developing skills for further study and enjoyment of music.

The course is also designed to serve the needs of those who:

· wish to study the subject as part of a general education

· wish to pursue a leisure interest in music

· intend to follow a career in music.

Recommended Entry

· Standard Grade Music at General level

· Intermediate 1 Music

Course Details

The course consists of two mandatory units:

Music: Composing (Intermediate 2)

Music: Listening (Intermediate 2)

and one of the following optional units:

Music: Performing (Intermediate 2)

Music: Performing with Technology (Intermediate 2)

Music: Composing (Intermediate 2)

Students will have opportunities to develop their creative use of compositional skills in preparation for the production of an audio folio which lasts a minimum of 1 minute 30 seconds and which contains 1 or 2 examples of individual work.  This will require personal decisions about style, performance forces and compositional devices used.  These will be detailed in a programme note and score/performance plan for each piece.

Music: Listening (Intermediate 2)

Students will have the opportunity to consolidate and extend the level of conceptual understanding which they have acquired through their experience in performing, which they can in turn bring to their own creative work in composing.  They will develop the ability to identify stylistic features of music listened to and to describe compositional features in terms of melody, harmony, rhythm, structure, timbre, genre and form.  In addition to general listening undertaken as part of this unit, the detailed study of musical works, prescribed by SQA, will give the students a particular opportunity to focus their listening on complete movements or works.

Music: Performing (Intermediate 2)

· Performance on two instruments or one instrument and voice or one instrument and accompanying.

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.

Music: Performing with Technology (Intermediate 2)

· Performing on one instrument or voice

· MIDI sequencing folio or Sound Engineering and production folio

Students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their technical and musical competence in performing.  The study of a wide variety of musical styles and genres will provide a context for developing these performing skills as well as increasing conceptual knowledge and understanding.  They will also develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills in either MIDI Sequencing or sound engineering and production.

Assessment

To achieve the Course Award the student must pass the two mandatory Units (Composing and Listening) and one optional Unit (Performing OR Performing with Technology), as well as the Course assessment.

Music: Composing (Int 2) Unit

· Demonstrate the creative and technical skills required to complete an audio folio of at least 1 or 2 compositions, which may include elements of improvisation and/or arrangement, each lasting at least 1 minute 30 seconds.

· A detailed programme note and score/performance plan for each piece

· An assessor’s process observation checklist which records the compositional process over time

· A range of compositional techniques identified for Higher should be employed, in addition to those at Intermediate 1 and Access 3.

Music: Listening (Int 2) Unit

· Students will be assessed in a single event by means of a listening test, with the time limit of 50 minutes.  This will consist of short, straight forward questions designed to test concept knowledge and understanding and musical literacy.  Questions will mostly relate to audio excerpts.

Music: Performing (Int 2) Unit

· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 4 minutes

· A performance on a different instrument/voice lasting 4 minutes

Or
· A performance on one instrument or voice, lasting 4 minutes

· A performance of prepared instrumental/vocal accompaniments lasting 6 minutes and
· A performance of accompaniments played at sight lasting 2 minutes

Music: Performing with Technology (Int 2) Unit

· A performance on one instrument/voice lasting 5 minutes

· A completed assignment in MIDI Sequencing or Sound Engineering and Production

· A test of knowledge and understanding, with a time limit of 45 minutes

Progression

The Course or its Units may provide progression to:

· Music Courses and Units at Higher level

· Higher National Programmes

· Training or Employment

UNITS are offered as alternatives to full courses and are available at all levels

Please note

1. Sound Production units are available for S6 students.

2. One instrument or voice units are now available at all levels as well as the following
MUSIC UNIT: PERFORMING: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose 
To provide experience in Solo and/or Group Performing at a challenging level

Aims of the Course

To stimulate an advanced interest in practical music making

Develop playing/vocal skills to a high degree

Recommended Entry
Unit Pass at Higher

Grade IV (AB) or equivalent

Course Details

Performing units will provide opportunities to perform music from a wide range of styles in a solo and/or group situation on:

One Instrument and Voice OR

Two Instruments

Both at Grade V (AB) or equivalent

All pieces are rehearsed and recorded when ready and the recordings are marked and moderated at appropriate times.

The choice of Instruments/Voice will be limited by staffing/resources available.  Units will only run if staff and resources are available.

MUSIC UNIT: PERFORMING: HIGHER

Purpose 
To provide experience in Solo and/or Group Performing at a higher level

Aims of the Course
To stimulate a further interest in practical music making

Develop playing/vocal skills to a high degree

Recommended Entry
Standard Grade Music at Credit level

Grade III (AB) or equivalent

Course Details:
Performing units will provide opportunities to perform music from a wide range of styles in a solo and/or group situation on:


One Instrument and Voice OR


Two Instruments


Both at Grade IV (AB) or equivalent

All pieces are rehearsed and recorded when ready and the recordings are marked and moderated at appropriate times.

The choice of Instruments/Voice will be limited by staffing/resources available.  Units will only run if staff and resources are available.

MUSIC UNIT: PERFORMING: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose
To provide experience in Solo and/or Group Performing

Aims of the Course
To stimulate a further interest in practical music making

Improve playing/vocal skills

Recommended Entry
Standard Grade Music at General level

GradeII (AB) or equivalent

Course Details
Performing units will provide opportunities to perform music from a wide range of styles in a solo and/or group situation on:


One Instrument and Voice OR


Two Instruments


Both at Grade III (AB) or equivalent

All pieces are rehearsed and recorded when ready and the recordings are marked and moderated at appropriate times.

The choice of Instruments/Voice will be limited by staffing/resources available.  Units will only run if staff and resources are available.

MUSIC UNIT: PERFORMING: INTERMEDIATE 1

Purpose 
To provide experience in Solo and/or Group Performing

Aims of the Course
To stimulate a further interest in practical music

Improve playing/vocal skills

Recommended Entry
Standard Grade Pass at Foundation level

Grade 1 (AB) or equivalent

Course Details
Performing units will provide opportunities to perform music from a wide range of styles in a solo and/or group situation on


One Instrument and Voice OR


Two Instruments


Both at Grade II (AB) or equivalent

All pieces are rehearsed and recorded when ready and the recordings are marked and moderated at appropriate times.

The choice of Instruments/Voice will be limited by staffing/resources available.  Units will only run if staff and resources are available.

MUSIC UNIT: PERFORMING: ACCESS

Purpose

To provide experience in Solo and/or Group Performing

Aims of the Course

To stimulate a further interest in practical music making

Improve playing/vocal skills

Recommended Entry

At the discretion of the Music Department

Course Details

Performing units will provide opportunities to perform music from a wide range of styles in a solo and/or group situation on


One Instrument and Voice OR


Two Instruments


Both at Grade 1 (AB) or equivalent

All pieces are rehearsed and recorded when ready and the recordings are marked and moderated at appropriate times.

The choice of Instruments/Voice will be limited by staffing/resources available.  Units will only run if staff and resources are available.

Physical Education

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: HIGHER

Purpose

This course will offer students the opportunity to study physical education at a challenging level. The course will have performance as its prime focus and students will be engaged in integrated practical experiential studies which will advance their skills and techniques while developing knowledge and understanding, evaluating, investigating and performance analysis competencies. The course will contribute to the personal and social development of students.

Recommended Entry 

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· a Credit level award in Standard Grade Physical Education in all areas, i.e. Performance Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating

· other relevant prior experience in physical education, including experience gained outwith certificated courses

· a minimum of a Credit pass in English

· prefer that S5 students are doing Higher English over one year

Course Details

This course comprises two mandatory units, as follows:

Physical Education: Performance (H) 60 hours

Minimum of two activities

Physical Education: Analysis of Performance (H) 60 hours

4 areas as follows:

structures and strategies; preparation of the body; skill and technique; performance appreciation

All courses include a further 40 hours for induction, extending the range of learning and teaching approaches, additional support, consolidation, integration of learning and preparation for external assessment. This time is an important element of the course and advice on the use of the overall 160 hours is included in the course details.

Because of the integrated nature of the course, it is highly desirable that the Performance and Analysis of Performance units are delivered concurrently. The physical activities undertaken will arise from a process of consultation between staff and students, which takes account of the interests and talents of the student and the constraints on both staff and student. 

Progression

· an Advanced Higher course or units in Physical Education 

· an HNC/HND in associated subject areas 

· a degree in Physical Education 

· degree courses in associated subject areas 

· a career in amateur/professional sport or dance 

· employment in the fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries 

· employment in sports/dance development

This course or its component units may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose 

This course will offer students the opportunity to study physical education at a challenging level. The course will have performance as its prime focus and students will be engaged in integrated practical experiential studies which will advance their skills and techniques while developing knowledge and understanding, evaluating, investigating and performance analysis competencies. The course will contribute to the personal and social development of students.

Recommended Entry 

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained one of the following:

· a General 3 award in Standard Grade Physical Education 

· other relevant prior experience in physical education, including experience gained outwith certificated courses

· a minimum of a General  3 pass in English

· prefer that S5 students are doing Higher English over one year

Course Details

This course comprises two mandatory units, as follows:

Physical Education: Performance (Int 2) 60 hours

Minimum of two activities

Physical Education: Analysis of Performance (Int 2) 60 hours

4 areas as follows:

structures and strategies; preparation of the body; skill and technique; performance appreciation

All courses include a further 40 hours for induction, extending the range of learning and teaching approaches, additional support, consolidation, integration of learning and preparation for external assessment. This time is an important element of the course and advice on the use of the overall 160 hours is included in the course details.

Because of the integrated nature of the course, it is highly desirable that the Performance and Analysis of Performance units are delivered concurrently. The physical activities undertaken will arise from a process of consultation between staff and students, which takes account of the interests and talents of the student and the constraints on both staff and student. 

Progression

· a Higher course or units in Physical Education 

· an HNC/HND in associated subject areas 

· a degree in Physical Education 

· degree courses in associated subject areas 

· a career in amateur/professional sport or dance 

· employment in the fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries 

· employment in sports/dance development

This course or its component units may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

Sports Leadership
We will offer a course allowing pupils to develop leadership skills through work in the PE department.  This course will be ideal for students who are looking to develop skills that can be shared with other parts of their learning in S5 and S6.

The courses will be practical in content and depended on the group of students who chose this option.  There will be some negotiation with the department about the final details of the qualification.

It is hoped that there will also be time to offer practical units at different NQ levels and this would be ideal for students who have practical abilities and talents and want to gain part NQ awards.

Please see the PE department for details.
Religious and Moral Education

RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES (RMPS): HIGHER

Purpose

Students will 

· Continue to reflect upon their own life experience, and develop their personal beliefs and values 

· Extend and develop their knowledge and understanding in RMPS 

· Develop their skills of inquiry, debate, analysis and evaluation, particularly in relation to weighing up evidence, developing arguments and drawing conclusions 

· Develop their investigative skills, particularly in the use of primary and secondary sources.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have passed: 

· An Intermediate 2 unit in RMPS 

· Standard Grade English or a social subject at Credit level 1.

Course Details

This course comprises the three units. 

World Religion - Christianity 40 hours

This unit is a detailed study of Christianity, both in theory and in practice.

Morality in the Modern World 40 hours

This unit investigates the philosophy of morality and its practice in the area of medical ethics (genetic engineering and euthanasia).

Belief and Science 40 hours

This unit deals with the similarities and differences in how Christianity and science deal with major questions concerning existence: What are the sources of human understanding?  What is the origin of the universe?  What is the origin of human life?

Progression

On attaining a course or units at Higher in Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies, students may progress to: 

· A course or units in Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies at Advanced Higher 

· A course or units at the same level in a related subject 

· A degree or further education course in Theology, Religious Studies, Philosophy or Social Sciences 

· General entrance to a university or college, useful for Medicine and Law 

· Vocational training or employment.

This course or its component units may also from part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

RMPS: INTERMEDIATE 2

Details are as above; entry level is Standard Grade 3 in English or any social subject.

Science

BIOLOGY: HIGHER

Purpose 

To contribute to the student’s general and vocational education through the acquisition of relevant biological knowledge and skills, and to provide a general basis for further study or employment in areas related to biology. The course provides a broad-based, integrated study of a wide range of biological topics emphasising the importance of biology as an area of fundamental investigative science and as a basis of study in a wide range of applied fields. The course develops an understanding of the way in which biological principles can be applied to the issues facing the individual and society and fosters positive attitudes to others and the environment.

Recommended Entry 

While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained an award in Standard Grade Biology with Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving at Grade 1 or 2.

Course Details

The course has three 40 hour units and as with all courses includes a further 40 hours for induction, extending the range of learning and teaching approaches, remediation, consolidation, integration of learning and preparation for external assessment. Each unit has an assessment when completed, plus a built in practical assessment, one of which is formally assessed.

Unit - Title, Length and Brief Description

Cell Biology (H) 40 hours

Cell structure in relation to function, photosynthesis, energy release, synthesis and release of proteins, cellular response in defence in animals and plants.

Genetics and Adaptation (H) 40 hours

Variation, selection and speciation, animal and plant adaptations.

Control and Regulation (H) 40 hours 

The control of growth and development, physiological homeostasis, population dynamics.

Value of Course

Because of the demanding nature of the course, namely the amount of syllabus to cover, it should challenge the students and instil in them the necessity for hard-applied endeavour.  For this reason it is regarded as an exceptionally valuable Higher both by universities and colleges and by employers both in the biological and non-biological fields.

Progression

Students who achieve Higher Biology may progress to:

· Advanced Higher Biology 

The course or its component units may also form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards. 

HUMAN BIOLOGY: HIGHER

Purpose

This course provides a broad-based study of biological topics which build on concepts studied at Standard Grade. The course considers those aspects of biological science which have more immediate relevance for the biology of the human species and the influence of mankind on the world.

It contributes to the student’s education through the acquisition of knowledge and skills related to biology.

Recommended Entry

Ideally a Credit 1 or 2 at Standard Grade biology.

Course Details

3 40-hour units, each unit consisting of KU and PS. At least one formal practical write-up has to be submitted.

Cell Function and Inheritance

Enzymes, protein synthesis, respiration, cell function, cell defences, genetics

Continuation of Life

Reproduction, development, body transport systems, body regulating mechanisms

Behaviour, Populations and the Environment

Nervous system and the brain, behaviour, human population growth and the environment

Value of the Course

This is a challenging course but is regarded as being a very valuable Higher by both tertiary education and employers.

CHEMISTRY: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose
This course provides insight into the underlying theories of Chemistry and develops the practical skills used in a chemical laboratory.  The study of Chemistry at this level can make a major contribution to your knowledge and understanding of the natural and physical environment.  You will have the opportunity to develop the skills of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide range of subjects and occupations.  Advanced Higher Chemistry is particularly relevant if you wish to progress to degree courses, either in Chemistry, or in subjects in which Chemistry is a major component, such as medicine, chemical engineering or environmental science.  The course also provides a sound basis for direct entry to chemistry related employment.

Recommended Entry

This is at the discretion of the school/college, but you would normally be expected to have achieved Higher Chemistry.

Course Details

The course is made up of one 20-hour unit, two 40-hour units and a 20-hour Chemical Investigation.  In addition, there are 40 hours of flexible time.

Electronic Structure and the Periodic Table (20 Hours)

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of

electronic structure

chemical bonding

some chemistry of the Periodic Table.

Principles of Chemical Reactions (40 Hours)

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of

stoichiometry

chemical equilibrium

thermochemistry

reaction feasibility

electrochemistry

kinetics.

Organic Chemistry (40 Hours)

In this unit you will develop knowledge and understanding, problem solving skills and practical abilities in the contexts of 

permeating aspects of organic chemistry

systematic organic chemistry

stereoisomerism

structural analysis

medicines.

Chemical Investigation (20 Hours)

In this unit you will develop your investigative, problem solving, numeracy and communication skills by carrying out a short chemical investigation.

Assessment

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines.  The course is assessed by an external examination, set and marked by the SQA.  A report on the Chemical Investigation is also externally assessed and contributes towards the final grade.

Progression

Successful completion of this course may lead to:

· A Scottish Group Award at Higher in Chemistry

· Education (HNC/HND/Degree) or Employment in Animals, Land and Environment, Health and Medicine, Manufacturing Industries, Science and Mathematics, Security and Protective Services, Sports and Leisure.

CHEMISTRY: HIGHER

Purpose 

The course is designed for students who wish to continue their study of chemistry beyond Credit level and who may wish to progress to Advanced Higher. As such the Higher course could form the first year of a two-year post Credit level.

As a one-year course the study of Chemistry at Higher can make an important contribution to the student’s knowledge and understanding of the physical and natural world. The course provides a grounding for the further study in higher education of chemistry and chemistry-related subjects such as environmental and food sciences, and provides valuable background knowledge for vocational training in many areas of health and technology.

Completion of the Higher Chemistry course could contribute to a Group Award in Science.

Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the centre, students would normally have obtained one of the following awards or equivalent:

· Standard Grade Chemistry at Grades 1 and 2 based on achievement in KU and PS elements

· Standard Grade Mathematics at Grade 1 or 2 would also be preferred

Course Details

The course is made up of four mandatory units: Periodicity, Polarity and Properties; Consumer Chemistry; Principles to Production and Researching Chemistry. The Researching Chemistry unit is a skills development unit equipping candidates with the investigative and reporting skills demanded by employers and Further and Higher Education. While these units are valuable in their own right, candidates will gain considerable additional benefit from completing this course, since there will be opportunities for the integration of skills developed through study of the units, and for tackling problem solving of a more complex nature than that required for attainment of the performance criteria of the units. 

Periodicity, Polarity and Properties (20 hours)

This Unit develops knowledge and understanding of periodic trends and strengthens the candidate’s ability to make reasoned evaluations by recognising underlying patterns and principles. Developing a deeper understanding of the concept of electronegativity allows the two key themes of the Unit to be developed. Firstly, candidates will gain an understanding of the different types of intermolecular force and their role in determining a material's physical properties. Secondly, from the starting point of electronegativity, candidates look at the ability of substances to act as oxidising or reducing agents. 

Consumer Chemistry (40 hours)

This unit develops a knowledge and understanding of Organic Chemistry within the context of everyday consumer products. The relationship between the structure of organic compounds and their physical and chemical properties is explored. Key functional groups and types of organic reaction are covered. The unit will equip candidates with the scientific background necessary to evaluate the scientific and technological claims in order to make informed choices and decisions. The unit provides candidates with the opportunity to solve problems and to apply critical thinking in new contexts.

Principles to Production (40 hours)

This unit develops a knowledge and understanding of the principles of physical chemistry which allow a chemical process to be taken from the researcher's bench through to industrial production. Candidates will calculate quantities of reagents and products, learn how to manipulate dynamic equilibria, understand the mechanisms by which rates can be controlled and predict enthalpy changes. It introduces aspects of analytical chemistry in the context of determining the purity of reagents and products. The unit highlights the need for chemists to think creatively to develop new processes and products. Within the unit, candidates will evaluate the environmental issues surrounding a chemical process in order to make informed choices and decisions about the most ethical means of production.
Researching Chemistry (20 hours)

In this Unit candidates will develop the key skills necessary to undertake research in Chemistry and demonstrate the relevance of chemical theory to everyday life by exploring the Chemistry behind a topical issue. Candidates will develop skills associated with collecting and synthesising information from a number of different sources. Equipped with a knowledge of common apparatus and techniques they will plan and undertake a practical investigation related to the topical issue. Candidates will prepare a scientific communication presenting the aim, results and conclusions of their practical investigation. The unit offers opportunities for candidates to work in partnership and in teams set within the context of the evaluation of a current scientific issue. This Unit is suitable for candidates who are interested in pursuing a career in Chemistry, as well as those whose interest is more general.
Teaching Approach
The course will be taught using a mixture of resource based learning and whole class teaching.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award of the course, the candidate must achieve all the component units of the course as well as the external assessment. External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course award. 

Progression

· To completion of an appropriate Group Award 

· To Advanced Higher Chemistry 

· To another Science subject at Higher 

· To Higher education: degree and HND courses in chemistry and chemistry-related subjects such as environmental science, pharmacy, science and chemical engineering 

· To employment including work-based training for SVQ Laboratory Operations 

PHYSICS: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose

This course is designed to provide you with a deeper understanding of the nature of Physics and its applications.  It builds on the skills, attitudes and abilities that you have developed at Higher level and provides a challenging experience for those who wish to study the subject in greater depth.  The study of Advanced Higher Physics encourages an interest in current developments and applications of physics. 

Recommended Entry

You would be expected to have attained the following

· Higher Physics at A or B and Higher Mathematics units or course.

Course Outline

The course is made up of four compulsory units – two 40 hour units and two 20 hour units.

Mechanics (40hours)
Topics studied in this unit include

kinematic relationships and relativistic motion 

angular motion 

rotational dynamics 

gravitation 

simple harmonic motion 

wave-particle duality.

Electrical Phenomena (40 hours)
Topics studied in this unit include

electric fields 

electromagnetism 

motion in a magnetic field 

self inductance 

forces of nature.

Wave Phenomena (20 hours)

Topics studied in this unit include

waves 

interference – division of amplitude 

interference – division of wave front 

polarisation.

Physics Investigation (20 hours)
In this unit you are required to carry out an investigation and produce a report of your findings. This involves planning, organisation, designing experiments, collection and analysis of information. 

Assessment

Units are assessed internally by your teacher/lecturer in accordance with SQA guidelines.  The course is assessed by 

· a written examination, set and marked by the SQA 

· external assessment of the Investigation Report by the SQA.

Progression

Successful completion of this course may lead to PRIVATE
a Scottish Group Award at Higher in Science or Technology.

PHYSICS: HIGHER

Purpose

The course aims to provide an opportunity for reinforcing and extending the student’s knowledge and understanding of the concept of physics gained at Standard Grade and developing the student’s ability both to solve problems and to carry out investigative work.  The course endeavours to provide learning experiences leading to the acquisition of worthwhile knowledge, skills and attitudes which will assist students to make their own reasoned decisions on many issues within a modern society increasingly dependent on Science and Technology.  Provision is also made for those who wish to proceed beyond Higher Physics with a suitable base for further study.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Physics Intermediate 2 or Standard Grade Physics at Grade 1 or 2 (i.e. in K+U and P.S.) and Standard Grade Maths at Grade 1 or 2.

Course Details

The course comprises three units – Mechanics and Properties of Matter, Electricity and Electronics, Radiation and Matter.  While these units are valuable in their own right, students gain considerable benefit from completing all three units since there will be opportunities for the integration of skills across the units.

Mechanics and Properties of Matter (H) 40 hours

Content outline: Vectors, equations of motion, Newton’s Second Law, momentum and impulse, pressure and density, gas laws.

Electricity and Electronics (H) 40 hours

Content outline: electric fields, resistors in circuits, alternating current and voltage, capacitance, analogue electronics.

Radiation and Matter (H) 40 hours

Content outline: waves, refraction of light, optoelectronics and semiconductors, nuclear reactions, dosimetry and safety.

Assessment

To gain the award of the course the student must pass all three unit assessments as well as the external assessment at the end of the course which will be a two and a half hour paper consisting of a combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended response questions.

Progression

· to Advanced Higher Physics 

· to degree, HND or HNC in physics, science, mathematics, computing, medical or engineering field 

· to completion of a Group Award 

· to employment in physics, science, mathematics, engineering, technology or related area.

Managing environmental resources – INTERMEDIATE 2 
Purpose

This course is ideal for students who would like to continue with Social Subjects and the Sciences at Intermediate level.  The course offers an opportunity to build on knowledge and understanding, problem solving and practical skills already gained at Standard Grade or Intermediate 1.
Recommended Entry

While entry is at the discretion of the centre, students would normally have obtained one of the following awards or equivalent:

· Any Standard Grade science at Grades 3 or 4

· Standard Grade Geography at Grade 3 or 4

· Any Intermediate science course at Intermediate 1

Course Details
The course gives a balanced overview of the environment through the study of natural resources, ecology and land use.  It encourages students to think about environmental issues.  There is an emphasis on fieldwork and investigations to support classroom and laboratory based activities.  The course will be run jointly by the Social Subjects and Science Faculties.

Progression

There will be opportunities for pupils to progress from Intermediate 1 to Intermediate 2 and then to Higher.  Careers open to students and school leavers range from those in government and government supported scientific establishments, environmental health, research, town planning and environmental law.

Technical

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: ADVANCED HIGHER

Purpose
The course aims to allow students to develop both manual and computer graphic skills and understanding beyond those involved in Higher Graphic Communication.

This will provide the student with an insight into the way in which information presented graphically is an integral part of communication throughout business and industry as well as the consumer environment.  Experience will be gained of evaluating the effectiveness of visual communication that will enable the student to apply principles of composition in the production of a computer-produced presentation.

Students undertaking this course will extend their knowledge and understanding of orthographic and pictorial drawing, AutoCad 3D Modelling, Commercial Standard Desk Top Publishing and general visual literacy in an industrial and commercial context.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Higher Graphic Communication at Grade A or B.

Course Details

Four mandatory units, plus 40 hours flexible time.

Manual and Computer-Aided Orthographic Drawing (AH)

Apply manual techniques of orthographic projection to produce drawings of complex products.

Apply computer-aided techniques to produce drawings of complex products.

Apply the theory of principal planes of orthographic projection to manipulate solids, lines and planes.

Computer-Aided Surface Modelling (AH)

Produce 21/2D extruded models using a CAD system.

Produce 3D wire-frame models using a CAD system.

Produce 3D surface models using a CAD system.

Computer-Aided Solid Modelling (AH)

Create simple 3D drawings from solid primitives in multi-screen mode.

Create simple solid model composite drawings using Boolean operations.

Apply the principles of dimensioning to different views of simple solid composite.

Create a simple assembly of a solid composite using previously created solid models.

Computer-Aided Graphic Presentation (AH)

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of visual communication principles.

Use computer graphic hardware and software to produce a professional Graphic Presentation incorporating texts and graphics.

Teaching Approach

Nearly all aspects of the course can be dealt with in an integrated manner.  Discrete items of new knowledge and skills will be introduced and consolidated before being applied in an integrated task.

Progression

Achievement in Advanced Higher Graphic Communication might progress to:

· A National Certificate group programme at an appropriate level in areas such as engineering, construction or graphic design.

· A Degree or HND or HNC programme in areas such as engineering, architecture or graphic design.

· Other university or college courses.

· Employment in a wide range of occupations in fields such as engineering and construction.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: HIGHER

Purpose

Communication in all its forms is vital to society and the means of passing on information graphically is an important and relevant skill. Communication through graphics, in whatever medium, permeates all spheres of life including education, industry and commerce. In increasingly global markets, graphic communication is a chosen medium in aspects of life from consumer to education, industry and commerce. The development of skills in the production, interpretation and analysis of graphics in a range of contexts is of broad educational value.

The purpose of the course is to make students aware of the use of graphics and to give practice in the techniques employed in their creation. The structure of the course reflects the use of graphics in business and industry both in content and methodology while embracing the changes brought about by the continuing advances in technology. 

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Standard Grade Graphic Communication at Grade 1 or 2, and, or, Intermediate 2 Graphic Communication.

Course Details

Three mandatory 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Technical Graphics 1 (H) 40 hours

Apply manual techniques of pictorial representation to suit subject matter. 

Apply manual techniques of geometric constructions in the generation of orthographic drawings. 

Apply manual techniques of illustration and presentation to give emphasis and realism to graphic presentations.

Technical Graphics II (H) 40 hours

Apply manual techniques of orthographic projection to produce drawings of components, assemblies and locations. 

Apply the principles of dimensioning to orthographic drawings. 

Demonstrate knowledge of the use of graphic communication within the consumer, engineering and construction industries.

Computer Graphics (H) 40 hours

Produce orthographic and pictorial drawings using a computer-aided draughting system. 

Produce computer-rendered drawings using an illustration package. 

Demonstrate knowledge of desktop publishing by producing single and double page layouts. 

Demonstrate knowledge of terminology and hardware associated with computer graphics.

In addition to the satisfactory achievement of the course units, to gain the course award in Higher Graphic Communication, all students will be required to pass the external assessment.  This consists of:

An external paper, covering all three units of the course

A Thematic Presentation, incorporating manual and computer-aided graphics.

Teaching Approach

Nearly all aspects of the course can be dealt with in an integrated manner.  Discrete items of new knowledge and skills will be introduced and consolidated before being applied in an integrated task.

Progression

Achievement in Graphic Communication at Higher might progress to:

· Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 

· A National Certificate group programme at an appropriate level in areas such as engineering, construction or graphic design 

· A degree or HND or HNC programme in areas such as engineering, architecture or graphic design 

· Other university or college courses 

· Employment in a wide range of occupations in fields such as engineering and construction.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

Communication in all its forms is vital to society and the means of passing on information graphically is an important and relevant skill. Communication through graphics, in whatever medium, permeates all spheres of life including education, industry and commerce. In increasingly global markets, graphic communication is a chosen medium in aspects of life from consumer to education, industry and commerce. The development of skills in the production, interpretation and analysis of graphics in a range of contexts is of broad educational value.

The purpose of the course is to make students aware of the use of graphics and to give practice in the techniques employed in their creation. The structure of the course reflects the use of graphics in business and industry both in content and methodology while embracing the changes brought about by the continuing advances in technology. 

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained Standard Grade Graphic Communication at Grade 3 or 4, or by negotiation with the Principal Teacher.

Course Details

Three mandatory 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Technical Graphics 1 (Int 2) 40 hours

Sketch and draw pictorial views of everyday items. 

Sketch and draw pictorial views of whole and part sections. 

Draw exploded views of everyday items, working from orthographic details of an assembly

Draw pictorial views of assembled components, working from orthographic details of the components.

Apply manual illustrations and presentation techniques to pictorial views in a promotional graphics display.

Technical Graphics II (Int 2) 40 hours

Sketch and draw views of everyday items in orthographic projection. 

Sketch and draw assembly and sectional views in orthographic projection, working from orthographic or pictorial details of components. 

Construct and draw views of prisms, pyramids, cylinders and cones in orthographic projection.

Apply knowledge of British Standards conventions in the production of orthographic drawings.

Computer Graphics (Int 2) 40 hours

Understand how CAD, illustration and DTP packages are used within industrial and commercial contexts. 

Use a computer-aided draughting package to produce views of everyday items in orthographic projection. 

Use a computer-aided draughting package to produce pictorial drawings. 

Use an illustration package to produce presentation graphics.

Use a desk-top publishing package to produce effective layouts.

In addition to the satisfactory achievement of the course units, to gain the course award in Intermediate 2 Graphic Communication, all students will be required to pass the external assessment.  This consists of:

An external paper, covering all three units of the course

A Presentation Folio of manual and computer-aided graphics.

Teaching Approach

Nearly all aspects of the course can be dealt with in an integrated manner.  Discrete items of new knowledge and skills will be introduced and consolidated before being applied in an integrated task.

Progression

Achievement in Graphic Communication at Intermediate 2 might progress to:

· Higher or Advanced Higher Graphic Communication 

· A National Certificate group programme at an appropriate level in areas such as engineering, construction or graphic design 

· A degree or HND or HNC programme in areas such as engineering, architecture or graphic design 

· Other university or college courses 

· Employment in a wide range of occupations in fields such as engineering and construction.

PRODUCT DESIGN HIGHER

Purpose

This course aims to foster understanding of the process of designing in a commercial context and the factors that influence design.  Knowledge of industrial manufacturing processes and materials will be enhanced.  Awareness of economic considerations and the social implications of design and manufacture will be developed, as will skills in designing related to the industrial context.  It will contribute to personal development, in particular to technological capability.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained the following results for entry to the Higher course:

· Intermediate 2 Product Design

· In exceptional circumstances, proven distinction at Intermediate 2 assessments, students may be progressed to Higher level without completing the Intermediate 2 course.

Course Details

Three mandatory units of 40 hours plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Design Analysis
Produce an evaluation of a product

Establish a design specification from a brief

Developing Design Proposals
Produce a design proposal

Using a range of graphics

Using a range of modelling techniques

Manufacturing Products

Manufacturing processes

Manufacturing materials

Teaching Approach

A resource based approach using case studies, magazines, books, personal experience where work is presented to the whole class and then students will work at their own pace with teacher support.

Assessment Details

Each of the first two units will be assessed through a written test and a folio of work.  The third unit has three written tests.  Course assessment will be through a Design Assignment set by the SQA and a final external examination lasting 2 hours to test Knowledge and Understanding.

Progression

Achievement at Higher Product Design might enable progress to:

· Advanced Higher Product Design 

· A Scottish Group Award in a related area at an appropriate level 

· A degree or HND or HNC course in areas such as Product Design, Engineering, Interior Design, Technology & Business Studies, Model Making, Technician Level Courses related to the oil industry 

· Other university or art college courses 

· Employment in a wide range of occupations in fields such as engineering, construction or design.

PRODUCT DESIGN INTERMEDIATE 2

Purpose

This course aims to introduce basic considerations that have to be addressed when designing commercial products; develop skills in assessing information relevant to product design; promote consideration of the needs of the end-user; raise awareness of the uses of communication techniques in commercial design and prepare for further in-depth study of product design and manufacture.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained the following results for entry to the Intermediate 2 course:

Standard Grade, Craft and Design at Grade 1 or 2 in the design folio element 

Standard Grade, Art and Design at Grade 1 or 2 

Standard Grade English at Grade 1 or 2

If students have not taken Craft and Design since S2, they will probably need to give extra time to the course.  Graphic Communication would also provide a useful experience for any student considering taking this subject for the first time.

Course Details

Three mandatory units of 40 hours plus 40 hours flexible time. 

Design Analysis
Produce an evaluation of a product

Establish a design specification from a brief

Developing Design Proposals
Produce a design proposal

Using a range of graphics

Using a range of modelling techniques

Manufacturing Products
Manufacturing processes

Manufacturing materials

Teaching Approach

A resource based approach using case studies, magazines, books, personal experience where work is presented to the whole class and then students will work at their own pace with support teacher.

Assessment Details

Each of the first two units will be assessed through a written test and a folio of work.  The third unit has three written tests.  Course assessment will be through a Design Assignment set by the SQA and a final external examination lasting 1 hour 30 minutes to test Knowledge and Understanding.

Progression

Achievement at Intermediate 2 Product Design might enable progress to:

· Higher Product Design 

· A Scottish Group Award in a related area at an appropriate level 

· A degree or HND or HNC course in areas such as Product Design, Engineering, Interior Design, Technology & Business Studies, Model Making, Technician Level Courses related to the oil industry 

· Other university or art college courses 

· Employment in a wide range of occupations in fields such as engineering, construction or design.

PRACTICAL CRAFT SKILLS (WOODWORKING SKILLS): INTERMEDIATE 1 & 2

Purpose 

This course will contribute to the knowledge, understanding and practical experience of the student whose aspirations and abilities are towards practical work or who is considering a career in the engineering or construction industry in whatever capacity he or she is employed.  It will make a positive contribution to the general education and personal development of any student, particularly in fostering technological capability.  In this respect it is recommended to any students who wish to gain experience and an appreciation of materials and useful craft skills.

The unit specification for the component units of Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 courses will be the same.  The use of performance criteria, range statements and evidence requirements will distinguish between Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2.

Recommended Entry

The student would normally be expected to have had previous experience in craft skills or by negotiation with the Principal Teacher.

Course Details

Three mandatory units of 40 hours, plus final project.

Bench Skills 1 (Wood): Flat-Framed Construction  (40 Hours)

Use a range of common hand tools

Make a range of woodworking joints

Manufacture a product from a working drawing

Bench Skills 2 (Wood): Carcass Construction  (40 Hours)

Select and use woodworking materials for specific purposes

Make a range of appropriate woodworking joints

Manufacture a carcass component from a working drawing

Machining and Finishing (Wood)  (40 Hours)

Use of common machine tools

Use of common power tools

Use finishing techniques on timber products

With the aid of machine and power tools, manufacture a produce from a working drawing

Assessment Details

Students are required to manufacture a Final Project from a working drawing issued by the SQA for that session.  The grade from this project is the grade for the overall course.  There is no external written examination.

Progression

· Progression to a more specialised award in Construction or Engineering at Intermediate 2 or Higher.

· Exit to employment at operator or semi-skilled level in construction and engineering industries or placement on an industrial training course.

· Exit to employment at craft apprentice level in construction and engineering industries.

College Courses

A range of courses at College may be available. Mearns Academy has very strong links with Angus College. In addition, we have formerly offered distance learning in partnership with Edinburgh’s Telford College.

Courses run in the past at Angus College include:

· Higher Psychology

There is also a range of vocationally-oriented courses, most of which involve full-time release from school. 

It may be possible to negotiate early release where appropriate.

Recommended Entry

Psychology is available only to S6 students with at least one pass at Higher (any subject). Please note that this entry requirement is strictly applied.

Courses usually involve at least one half-day absence from school per week. Transport is usually provided to/from school except during holidays (including in-service days) and study leave.

The vocational courses each have their own specific entry requirements – further details from your Guidance teacher or direct from Angus College.

Students interested in following a college course should discuss this with their Guidance Teacher.

Distance Learning

A limited range of distance learning courses may also be on offer. These are available only to S6 students. Students interested in following a course not offered in the course choice booklet should first discuss the situation with their Guidance teacher. 

A critical part of the final decision will be the Guidance teacher’s and Year Head’s assessment of the student’s aptitude for self-supported study.
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