PREPARATION OF S2 PUPILS FOR CHOICE OF COURSE

Each second year pupil has an individual interview with a member of the Guidance staff during which the pupil is helped to choose a course choice on the basis of ability and interest, keeping a broadly based and well-balanced group of subjects.

Parents have the opportunity to discuss their children's choice of course during the S2 Parents' Evenings and, if further consultation is necessary, parents can meet the Guidance staff during the day in school at a mutually convenient time.

Careers Education forms a significant part of the second year Personal and Social Education Programme.  In our Careers Education Programme the concept of equality of opportunity is actively promoted.  Great care is taken to avoid sex-stereotyping of careers and to ensure that Careers Education is non-discriminatory in terms of gender, special needs, race and beliefs.

The S2 Careers Education Programme aims to help pupils develop in at least the following areas:

· self-awareness and self-assessment

· decision-making skills

· awareness of opportunities

· awareness of information resources within school

· skills in using sources of information, including the careers library

· awareness of the services and information provided by the Careers Service

The Careers Education Programme Contains The Following:

1.
Critical Thinking Skills for Decision Making

Pupils will develop the skills which will enable them to select from an increasing range of choices and discuss the reasons for the choices made.

2.
Careers Decision Making
(a)
Each pupil is issued with a booklet which contains information and advice on Subject Choices, Self-Assessment and Types of Jobs.  There are also lists of careers relevant to particular subjects.  

(b)
Each pupil is issued with the Third Year Course Choice Booklet.  The Guidance staff go through the contents with the class.  The booklet contains information about subjects offered in all departments in Mearns Academy.

(c)
The Librarian has input with each class to familiarise pupils with the Careers Library, which contains information on Careers.

The advice and support offered to pupils from guidance staff, subject teachers, parents and careers adviser should ensure that pupils make a considered decision on a choice of course which will motivate them to realise their potential in their third and fourth years.  They should have considered too the effect their choice could have on their ultimate choice of career.

Subject Choice And Careers

The link between subject choice and careers may seem a fairly obvious one – if a pupil drops a vital subject at this stage, certain careers will be closed to them.  However, it really is not quite as rigid as that.  It is certainly advisable, for example, for anyone considering a career related to Engineering to take Physics and it is never safe to assume that it will be possible to ‘pick up’ a subject at a later stage in school.  For the pupil who comes to the idea of Engineering at a later stage however, and has studied neither subject, there are college courses and university access courses which make it possible to catch up.  It is also important to be aware that anyone who wants to pursue Biology beyond school will find the opportunities very limited if they do not also have Chemistry.

All pupils will be choosing 7 or 8 subjects.  National guidelines identify the need for pupils to achieve a breadth of study in S3 and S4 by following various ‘modes’.  Therefore pupils will choose their subjects to ensure they cover the ‘modes’ (i.e. English, Maths, Science, Modern Languages and Social Science).  In addition pupils will ensure a balanced curriculum by selecting subjects which are in the Creative & Aesthetic and Technology modes.  By covering the modes pupils keep open future career opportunities.

The Careers Adviser At S2 Parents' Evenings
Careers Adviser(s) will be present at S2 Parents' Evenings to give general advice linking subject choice to career interests.  Pupils have been told how to make appointments for parents if they wish to speak to a Careers Adviser.

Should more in-depth vocational guidance be required, an appointment can be arranged for the pupil and for the parent to see a Careers Adviser in school.  All pupils are, however, given the opportunity to have a full vocational guidance interview in 4th year and beyond.

ART & DESIGN: INTERMEDIATE 1 & 2 

Aims of the Course

This is an NQ course which offers pupils the opportunity to achieve an Intermediate 1 or 2 Level award by the end of S4. Pupils who achieve Levels D, E and F by the end of S2 will be recommended for either Int 1 or Int 2.  This recommendation will also be based on the interest and commitment they have shown in Art & Design during their first and second years. A genuine interest in drawing, completion of homework and an ability to meet deadlines is also very important.  The course offers breadth in terms of a range of practical and written tasks from the areas of Design, Expressive, Art and Design history. 

Course Content

The course consists of 3 Units over two years:

· Design – Graphics, Product, Jewellery, Fashion, Architecture, Interior. Pupils specialise in one of these and will work through a Design brief applying the Design process through problem solving

· Expressive – Portraiture, Still Life, Natural Environment, Built Environment, Fantasy and Imagination, Figure. Pupils specialise in one of these and work though a skills-based creative process involving investigation, development and outcome stages

· Art & Design Studies – this relates to the specialised areas of study for the Design and Expressive chosen by the pupil and integrate with the practical folio.

Assessment Procedures

Pupils are assessed by their teacher on completion of each unit Learning Outcome.  

They are also externally assessed by the SQA as detailed below:

1.
DESIGN practical folio

Worth 100 marks



2.
EXPRESSIVE practical folio
Worth 100 marks



3.
ART & DESIGN STUDIES

Int 1 Summary internally assessed







Int 2 Written exam paper (1hour)

Value of Course

This course is a natural progression into Int 2 or Higher in fifth and sixth year.

Higher Art & Design is a recognised entry qualification for many College and University courses.

The creative industries are a growth area in the workplace and employment statistics are encouraging for such graduates.

BUSINESS STUDIES: ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

To develop skills associated with maintaining records for accounting purposes.  These skills will be useful for both work and personal use.

Course Content
The course discovers sources of business finance and how to keep records of business transactions.  Information Technology (spreadsheets) is used along with traditional learning methodologies.

Teaching Approach
The course is taught in such a way that the 3 course elements are brought together.  Teacher led approaches to new topics are the norm with pupils being able to work at an appropriate pace through appropriate work.

Assessment Procedures
Work is assessed in the following elements:

· Handling Information

· Knowledge and Understanding

· Practical Abilities

The first 2 elements are assessed by an external examination.  The third is by an internal ‘project’ moderated by the SQA.

Question papers are available at Foundation, General and Credit.

Value Of Course
The course is of value to a pupil wishing a career in accountancy or business record keeping.  It is also of value to a pupil wishing to acquire confidence in presentation of data and analysing information.  Pupils who choose this subject can continue to do a Higher Grade.

BUSINESS STUDIES: ADMINISTRATION: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

To develop skills associated with the processing and communication of business information, ie the nature, importance and processes involved in business.

Course Content
The course is set in the context of a modern business.  The use of information technology is required to access, process and communicate, using the pupil’s knowledge and skills, solutions to tasks given.  Presentation of information is important.  The course is set out in three component units of Administration, Information Technology (Office Applications) and Word Processing.

Teaching Approach
In the initial stages class teaching and teacher demonstration is necessary.  Once a minimum level of competence is reached pupils can work through assignments, under supervision, at their own pace.

Assessment Procedures
Work is assessed in the following elements:

· Problem Solving

· Knowledge and Understanding

· Practical Abilities.

All elements are assessed by external examinations.

NB.  The Practical Abilities tasks are done during class time.

Question papers are available at Foundation, General and Credit levels.

Value Of Course
The course is of considerable value to any pupil wishing to embark on a office based career.  It is also of value to anyone wishing to acquire basic knowledge for employment or further education.  Pupils who choose this subject can continue to do a Higher Grade.
BUSINESS STUDIES: BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

To understand the importance of business activity: the processes, acquiring and managing of resources, individual’s contributions, decision making skills, use of business software and teamwork.

Course Content
The course will allow pupils to acquire skills and confidence in the use of information technology and to interpret data within a business context.

Teaching Approach
The course will be taught in such a way as to encourage an integrated approach to learning which will bring together the 3 elements.  Tasks will be used to produce information upon which decisions can be taken.

Assessment Procedures
Work is assessed in the following elements:-

· Decision Making

· Knowledge and Understanding

· Practical Abilities.

The first 2 elements are assessed by an external examination.  The third is by internal assessment with the standards being moderated by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.

Question papers are available at Foundation, General and Credit levels.

Value Of Course

The course is of considerable value to any pupil who wishes a career in management.  It is also of value to any pupil wishing to acquire knowledge and confidence in his/her decision-making abilities.  Pupils who choose this subject can continue to do a Higher Grade.

COMPUTING STUDIES: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

Standard Grade Computing Studies will involve intellectual activities and communication skills, and will also include a high proportion of practical experience.

The course will help develop:

· Knowledge and understanding of the uses of computers, how they operate and their effect on the individual and society;

· The ability to apply knowledge and understanding of computer facts in order to find solutions to problems;

· Practical abilities in the use of computers and computer software in order to solve practical problems.

In addition, the Standard Grade course aims to provide a suitable basis for further study of the subject.

Course Content
The syllabus focuses on three broad areas of study:

· Computer applications – main software packages and industrial/commercial applications

· Computer systems

· Computer programming

Areas covered within software applications include:

· Communications/Networks/Internet

· Expert systems

· Electronic mail

· Graphics

· Spreadsheet

· Database

· Word Processing/Publishing

· Web design

Areas covered within commercial/industrial applications may include:

· Robotics

· CAD/CAM

· Banking

· Stock control

· Airline reservations

· Industrial process control

· Stock exchange

· Accounting applications

· Simulations

Areas covered within computer systems and computer programming may include:

· Hardware considerations

· Software development

· Computer programming

· Internal components of a typical PC

· New developments in computer design and technology

Teaching Approach
Computing is very orientated towards "pupil based learning".  This means that pupils are expected to work on their own, developing their skills of reading and understanding, researching and problem solving.

Assessment Procedures
The Standard Grade course has a 2½ hour external written examination that is set by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.  Passing the course depends not only on successfully passing this exam, but also on successfully passing the internal assessments that are done throughout the course by the class teacher.  Three skills are assessed.  These are as follows:
· Practical Abilities –Focuses on developing the skills of applying problem solving skills using computers in a practical context.  Assessed both internally and externally.
· Knowledge and Understanding –Focuses on demonstrating a body of computer knowledge.  Assessed externally – written exam.
· Problem Solving –Focuses on applying computing knowledge to the solution of problems.  Assessed externally – written exam.

COMPUTING PROJECT

Each pupil must complete one project during the course.  This project forms the basis on which pupils' practical abilities are assessed.  Additionally, all pupils will be expected to keep a minimum of four examples of practical course work for external assessment purposes: two examples of applications and two examples of computer programming.

Value Of Course
Many young people have an interest in the ways in which computers operate, how hardware and software interact and the various ways in which machines can be programmed.  Young people should have an understanding of the nature and social purpose of computers.  Knowledge of computers prepares any pupil for future employment.  It also provides a basis for continuing education beyond secondary school level.  This course is not just about computer application packages, it covers all aspects of the use of all technology in today’s world.

DRAMA: STANDARD GRADE

Aims Of The Course

1.
To work with others in a positive way.

2.
To explore relationships through language, movement and theatre activities.

3.
To allow pupils to explore their own and others opinions, attitudes and values.

4.
To increase and develop pupils' interest, awareness and understanding of drama, theatre and other arts media.

5.
To develop practical skills in creative drama.

Course Content
The content of the course consists mainly of activities such as role-play, characterisation, improvisation, language and movement.  Pupils will learn and develop performance skills such as acting and directing and also use theatre skills such as lighting, sound, make-up, costume and props to enhance their presentations.

The course is designed as a series of Units in which pupils will learn drama skills and use them in a variety of ways.  Pupils may work with the whole class or in smaller groups devising and acting out situations from stimulus material.  Although most drama work is in groups there will be opportunities for pupils to work as individuals.

It is important that pupils reflect and judge the quality of their work, and the work of others, so evaluation is an important part of the course.

Pupils will find that as the work progresses over the two years they will be given more responsibility and a wider range of choice.

Teaching Approach
Most drama work is practical.  Pupils will be asked to use their imagination and contribute ideas in groups of various sizes.  Pupils will also be involved in role-playing, characterisation and improvisation.  Through language, movement and theatre activities pupils will explore themes and issues.

Assessment Procedures

Over the two years the teacher will be assessing Creating and Presenting.

CREATING involves working in a group discussing, planning and trying out a piece of drama.  When pupils have decided what they are going to do they then prepare it to show to an audience.  This is called PRESENTING.  During the course pupils will often be asked to EVALUATE their work.  Pupils' EVALUATIONS will be marked separately.  Pupils' KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING of drama will be examined by a written paper at the end of the course.

Pupils will also be expected to keep a folio of class work and there will be written assignments.  Pupils' will be awarded a Standard Grade Certificate at Credit, General or Foundation level according to their attainment at the end of the course.

Value Of Course
Stimulation of interest in all aspects of drama, resulting in an increased enjoyment and understanding of the subject. Standard Grade courses lead naturally onto courses at Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher.

Standard Grade Drama also provides a grounding in the theatrical and technical skills required for those wishing to pursue a career in theatre, film, broadcasting or educational drama.

Communication Skills: It is difficult to imagine any job which does not involve some communication with other people.  Drama helps pupils to become confident and competent in speaking to others in both formal and informal situations.  Any job in which one deals with the public, either face to face or over the telephone, makes communication skills of prime importance.  The drama course encourages pupils to think carefully about the language they use in particular situations and to speak clearly.

Organisational Skills: Because pupils will be given the opportunity to make decisions about how they will set up a scene or how they will present a particular idea, organisational skills will be developed which should be useful in both the work and the home environment.

Negotiation Skills: Drama is essentially a group activity which involves discussion and arguing of ideas, negotiating with other pupils and the teacher, and decision making in a group.  This encourages pupils to learn how to present their own point of view and how to arrive at a democratic decision or compromise within a group of people.  These skills will be useful in both the work and social context.

Personal and Social Skills: Pupils will be asked to enter imaginatively into certain situations and to assume certain roles which they may experience in post-school life.  Therefore drama can, to an extent, prepare pupils for personal and social demands which may occur in real life as pupils progress into adulthood.

Drama as Leisure: In a society where there is an increasing amount of leisure time, it is important that pupils are introduced at school to a range of leisure activities which they may wish to pursue after they leave school.  Drama can provide leisure either actively, in a drama group (acting or backstage) or passively, watching productions at the theatre, on television on film or video, or listening to the radio.

Drama and Theatre Related Careers: For those pupils wishing to pursue careers in theatre, film, broadcasting or educational drama, Standard Grade Drama will provide a grounding in the creative and technical skills required by these professions.

ENGLISH

Pupils will sit their final Standard Grade examinations in May of S3. In S4 pupils will embark on a two-year course leading to Higher or Intermediate 2 in S5. 

Depending on individual progress, a pupil might also be presented for interim examinations in S4; for example, a pupil taking the Intermediate 2 course may be presented for Intermediate 1 at the end of S4. This will be with the agreement of the Rector.

 GEOGRAPHY: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

1. To study the distribution of physical and human geography at a local, national and international level - places, people and natural features.

2. To develop an awareness of human reaction to the environment around us and appreciate the changes that are constantly occurring.

3. To develop a knowledge and awareness of other environments and communities in the world and an appreciation of other cultures.

4. To develop an awareness of the importance of conserving the earth at all levels for the benefit of themselves and others.

Course Content
The course consists of three interlinked study areas which demonstrate the importance of the relationships which exist in our environment.

(1) Physical Geography
Topics include:
Mapping




Weather




Glaciation




Rivers




World Studies

(2) Human Geography
Topic include:
Settlement




Industry




Farming and Rural Landscapes

(3) International Issues
Topics include:
Population




Trade and Aid




Environmental Concerns

Teaching Approach
Teaching will be a mixture of formal class teaching, some group work and individual research tasks.  Resource based work will consist of unit workbooks, with the teacher acting as a resource manager, encouraging pupils to research a wide range of resources to obtain information.  These will include books, videos, DVDs, CD-ROMs and other multimedia resources plus measuring instruments for topics such as weather or landscape.  The core of each topic however will be taught formally with the main input coming from the Geography teacher.

There will be regular set homework and pupils will also be expected to complete assignments and carry out investigations in their own time.

Assessment Procedures
Pupils will be assessed by internal and external examination under two headings:

· KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING – assesses what pupils know and understand about the key ideas.

· ENQUIRY SKILLS – assesses if pupils can draw valid conclusions from a study of geographic data based on evidence gathered from research or fieldwork.  They will be expected to demonstrate a whole range of techniques for analysing information.

Regular assessment will be given at the end of each topic as well as an exam in May of S3 and a prelim in November of S4.

EXTERNAL EXAM – 

All pupils will sit two papers, namely General level and either Foundation or Credit depending on their class work and practice exam performances.

Knowledge and Understanding is worth 40% of total mark and Enquiry Skills 60%.

Pupils achieving a Grade 2 or above in Knowledge and Understanding are encouraged to continue to a Higher course and beyond.  Pupils with Grades 3 and below are encouraged to take an Intermediate course.

Value Of The Course
Geography is a career subject in its own right in such fields as transport, civil engineering, planning, fishing and forestry, surveying, local government, agriculture, mapping, meteorology, environmental development and conservation, and of course teaching.  Some of these will need further education, but geography is also useful in teaching good communication skills and an awareness of the environment we live in.

HISTORY: STANDARD GRADE

Aims Of The Course

1.
To develop pupils' knowledge and understanding of the events which have helped to shape the world in which they live.’
2.
To develop historical skills including: use of evidence, understanding of other people's views and explanation of cause, motive and effect.
3.
To encourage discussion, debate, opinion and independent thinking.

4.
To provide an interesting and challenging programme of study.

5.
To develop in students a lifelong interest in history.
Course Content
The course consists of four study areas:

1.
Changing Life in Scotland and Britain 1830-1930

Topics include:
Population Movement





Highland Clearances





Agricultural Change





Work on Railways and in Coal Mines





Health and Housing





Political Change and Votes for Women


(NB.  Scottish course content is an important part of this study area.)

2.
The Era of the First World War

Topics include:
The Causes of War





Europe in 1914





Trench Warfare





Technology of War





The Effects of War on Britain and on Germany





The Search for Peace and Disarmament

3.
People and Power – Germany 1919-1939

Topics include:
German Defeat in World War I





Germany in the 1920s





The Rise of the Nazi Party





Adolf Hitler





Life in Nazi Germany

Teaching Approach
Class teaching will be important in setting the overall historical context for each topic and ensuring a secure knowledge of the key facts for every pupil.  Much of the class work will deal with pupil’s ability to work with historical sources.

A range of resources including videos, diaries, computer software, posters and newspapers will be used.  Pupils will have to evaluate all the evidence they encounter.

A wide variety of tasks will be set building on the experience of pupils in S2.  At times the pupils will research and present ideas by themselves, but some group tasks will also be set. Time will be spent on consideration of the range of sources available to people who study History.  High standards of presentation and effort will be expected throughout the course.

Assessment Procedures

1.
Assessment is based on ability to show knowledge and understanding, use and evaluate evidence, explain historical events and investigate historical issues.

2.
Pupils' final grades will be determined by examination: Knowledge and Understanding (40%) and Enquiry Skills (60%).

3.
Throughout the course a series of structured assessment tests will be set, as well as an exam in May of S3 and a prelim in November of S4

4.
Pupils achieving a Grade 2 or above in Knowledge and Understanding are encouraged to continue to a Higher course and beyond.  Pupils with Grades 3 or below are encouraged to take an Intermediate course.

Value Of The Course
1.
Success in History is a well-respected qualification for a range of employment and educational opportunities such as law, government, journalism, publishing, media and the arts, and it remains an important part of any broad and balanced education.

2.
The course itself is interesting, varied and challenging.  It is very well resourced.

3.
The study of the course encourages pupils to consider the context in which their modern world has developed.  “An understanding of the past is vital to a proper sense of ourselves.” (Tristram Hunt)
4.
The course helps pupils to develop the ability to question and criticise information and propaganda - an essential aspect of participation in a democracy.

HOME ECONOMICS: HOSPITALITY INTERMEDIATE 1 

Aims Of The Course

This course is designed to offer development of practical skills and understanding appropriate to food preparation and cookery.  It has been designed as a practical course and aims to provide the development of techniques and skills required for food production appropriate to hospitality situations.

Course Content
The course is made up of the following four units:

Food Hygiene for the Hospitality Industry

Organisation of Practical Skills

Food Preparation Techniques

Cookery Processes

Teaching Approach
The course includes direct teaching and learning through a wide range of practical activities.

Assessment Procedures

Each unit has Learning Outcomes, which have to be completed.  There is a practical assignment at the end of the course, which is externally assessed.

Value Of Course

Pupils can progress from this course to Intermediate 2 Hospitality or employment in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality.  In S5/6 pupils may also opt for Lifestyle and Consumer Technology Intermediate 1.

MATHEMATICS

Pupils will sit their final Standard Grade examinations in May of S3. In S4 pupils will embark on a two-year course leading to Higher or Intermediate 2 in S5.

Depending on individual progress, a pupil might also be presented for interim examinations in S4; for example, a pupil taking the Intermediate 2 course may be presented for Intermediate 1 at the end of S4. This will be with the agreement of the Rector.
MODERN LANGUAGES:

FRENCH/SPANISH: STANDARD GRADE

Aims of the course

Learning other languages enables children and young people to make connections with different people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens.

Learning through the languages area of the curriculum enables children and young people to:

· develop their ability to communicate their thoughts and feelings and respond to those of other people 

· develop the high level of skills in listening, talking, reading and writing which are essential for learning, work and life 

· use different media effectively for learning and communication 

· develop a secure understanding of how language works, and use language well to communicate ideas and information in English and other languages

· exercise their intellectual curiosity by questioning and developing their understanding, and use creative and critical thinking to synthesise ideas and arguments 

· enhance their enjoyment and their understanding of their own and other cultures through literature and other forms of language 

· develop competence in different languages so that they can understand and communicate including, for some, in work settings. 
Course Content

We study a variety of topics to encompass a wide range of situations.

In S3: 

· Town/tourist office

· Family life

· School and future plans

· Leisure activities

In S4

· Holidays

· Healthy living

· Shopping

· Exam practice / techniques

Pupils will have the opportunity to work alone, in groups, with the teacher and with the foreign language assistant where possible.  Use of T.V., radio, tapes, CDs, DVDs and computers will also form part of the work.

Assessment procedures

The assessment of this course is split into 4 elements; Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening.

· Speaking - Continuous assessment.  Pupils are required to sit at least three assessments over the two year course (one third of final grade)

· Writing - Continuous assessment.   Pupils are expected to produce, under exam conditions, a folio of at least three pieces of writing over the two year course (one sixth of final grade)

· Reading (one third of final grade) and Listening (one sixth of final grade) are done as part of the formal SQA diet of exams in May.

The grades attained in all four elements are combined to give the final overall Standard Grade award.  

MODERN STUDIES: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

1.
To develop a knowledge and understanding of social, economic and political issues in the United Kingdom, Europe and globally.

2.
To enable pupils to decide for themselves on these issues and justify their opinions based on evidence and reasoned arguments.

3.
To enable pupils to handle a wide variety of types of evidence and make decisions about how accurate it is.

4.
To encourage pupils to participate and to become actively involved in our society.

5.
To encourage a respect for democracy and attitudes of tolerance and responsibility.

6.
To realise that individuals and groups of people both affect and are affected by society and the state.

7.
To develop awareness of the impact of different conflicts on world affairs.

Course Content

1.
Living in a Democracy – UK and Scottish Politics, Pressure Groups and Trade Unions

2.
Changing Society in the UK -  


· Employment/Unemployment

· Families and Adults with Dependent Children

· Elderly People

3.
Ideologies; United States of America - Society, Economy and Politics in the USA

4.
International Relations -


· Politics of Aid

· International Organisation and Alliances: UN/EU/NATO

Teaching Approach

Whole class teaching which leads on to individual work as well as group and whole class discussion, debate and other activities, will be the predominant style of teaching.  Pupils should be prepared to regularly contribute to discussion.  Pupils will also be given the chance to use a range of IT resources.
Pupils are given a lot of responsibility for keeping their own notes and organising their work to meet deadlines.  Work is organised to cater for all ability levels.

Pupils are expected to keep up-to-date with current news through a variety of media and encouraged to bring any relevant materials they gather into the class for discussion and use.  Internet access is available and pupils are helped and encouraged to follow this up at home where possible.

The skills assessed are Knowledge and Understanding – 40% of the course mark, and Enquiry Skills – 60% of the course mark.

Assessment Procedures

Regular assessments will be given to complement an exam in May of S3 and full prelim exam in S4.  Pupils achieving a Grade 2 or above in Knowledge and Understanding are encouraged to continue to a Higher course and beyond.  Pupils with Grades 3 and below are encouraged to take an Intermediate course.

Value Of Course

Pupils should understand important social, economic and political issues that affect their world.  Modern Studies encourages them to take an active role in society and to care for others.  Modern Studies can be valuable for pupils wishing to work in local government, law, the caring professions, the media, the forces, and other areas where a current affairs background is helpful.

MUSIC: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims of the Course

To encourage students, at whatever level of ability, to reach their personal best in playing, writing and understanding the “world” of music.

To allow students to develop skills and improve technique in playing, being inventive with musical ideas and gaining a deeper knowledge and understanding of the historical and social content of music.

Course Content

The course contains four elements of study. They are:

· Solo Performing

 The students are given a chance to show their skills on a solo instrument of their own choosing, at a level they can manage. They are encouraged to develop the skills and techniques on the instrument they were best at in S1 and S2. Students may also choose to perform on another instrument which cannot be supported by the department; however please note that private tuition would in all likelihood be necessary in this case. Further details are given below.

Although pupils work at their own level no barriers are placed in their way to reach high levels of skill and musicianship. (see over for further details) 

· 2nd Solo Study/ Group Playing.

The students are given a chance to show their skills on a second instrument of their choice (where possible). 

Again they are encouraged to play a wide variety of music, largely of their own choosing, at a level they can manage. They are encouraged to develop the different skills and techniques that this second instrument may demand. As in solo playing the students find their own level and progress from there. (see over for further details) 

· Composing/Inventing

Compose a No. 1 Hit ! – You never know. 

Students learn to write music in many varying styles, as well as learning to arrange popular songs for a variety of instruments. They also learn a variety of improvisational techniques.

The opportunity is also available to use up to date compositional software on computer.

· Listening

Students are given the chance to increase their knowledge and understanding of a large variety of musical concepts, styles and forms from a wide variety of different countries and cultures.

· Teaching Approach

The four elements of the course are delivered by different styles of teaching.

They include class work, group work, individual study and teacher led activities.

Topics covered include Contemporary Pop, Jazz and Blues, World Music, 

Music of Scotland, Musicals and Popular Classics.

Assessment Procedures

Solo playing is regularly assessed and progress noted, but the final grade is decided by a visiting examiner who hears their recital in February/March of S4. 

Second Instrument work and Inventing work is recorded on a regular basis and retained for moderation by an external examiner.

The listening element is assessed by one hour question papers at each level.

Value of the Course

Stimulation of interest in all aspects of music, resulting in an increased enjoyment and understanding of the subject.  Pupils achieving Grades 1 & 2 have the added bonus of being prepared for a Higher course and those achieving grades 3 or 4 an Intermediate 2 course.

Instrumental choice for Solo and 2nd Study/Group Instrument should be discussed with Music Staff prior to starting the course.

Guidelines: 
	 SQA
	EQUIVALENT MINIMUM LEVEL 

	FOUNDATION LEVEL
	Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music Grade 1

Or Rock School, Trinity College or other such Schools of Music.

	GENERAL LEVEL
	Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music Grade 2

Or Rock School, Trinity College or other such Schools of Music.

	CREDIT LEVEL
	Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music Grade 3

Or Rock School, Trinity College or other such Schools of Music.


Instrumental selection for Solo and 2nd Study/Group is restricted by resources/accommodation/staffing, but in whole class situations we can cover:

	INSTRUMENT
	LEVEL

	PIANO
	Foundation. General, Credit

Schools of Music Grades 1 - 8

	KEYBOARD
	Foundation. General, Credit

Schools of Music Grades 1 - 8

	VOICE
	Foundation. General, Credit

Schools of Music Grades 1 - 8

	RECORDER
	Foundation. General, Credit

Schools of Music Grades 1 - 8

	PERCUSSION – Tuned

Not Drumkit
	Foundation. General, Credit

Schools of Music Grades 1 - 8


N.B. All Course Awards at each level can be obtained by selecting from the above list.

TUITION: We have tutors for Strings, Woodwind, Brass, Percussion, Guitar and Piano in school. However numbers are restricted and there are always waiting lists. There is no payment for these lessons if the student is taking a certificate course at any level.

Students may, of course, select instruments on which they can have private tuition – please discuss this with the music staff. 

All students are encouraged to purchase their own instrumental tuition books and ideally have access to their own instruments within reason – this will usually depend on the actual instrument chosen. For instance, if the student is studying guitar then it is clearly advantageous to have one’s own guitar at home. However, in cases of difficulty then parents are invited to discuss the situation with both music staff and their child’s Guidance teacher.

This allows a wide range of subjects and levels to be covered, as well as allowing essential practice at home.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION

Aims Of The Course

The aim of PSE is to build pupils’ self-esteem and confidence so that they will leave school assertive, confident and able to take responsibility for themselves.  Pupils are encouraged in the PSE programme to value good relationships with others and to be well motivated to realise their potential.  When pupils leave school to enter higher or further education or training or the world of work they should be able to make a significant and meaningful contribution in whatever field they have chosen.

Course Content
In S3 and S4 pupils will:

1.
Explore, clarify, challenge, and possibly modify their personal values and attitudes towards all types of relationships and the world of work.

2.
Learn to communicate effectively and relate to one another so that their relationships become more meaningful and fulfilling.

3.
Look at body language, verbal and non-verbal behaviour, consider how to be assertive, and look at the causes and effects of poor communication.

4.
Assess and reflect on their own strengths and weaknesses with a view to preparation for further study or the world of work.

5.
Assess their own potential as an employee, trainee, or student, and make progress towards the vision they have for themselves.

6.
Look at citizenship and the issues relevant to this.

7.
Explore how they learn, develop memory skills, and look at planning ahead, target setting and time management, in relation to S3 exams, S4 prelims, and S4 SQA exams.

8.
Be encouraged to take healthy decisions regarding stress, conflict, drugs, contraception, sex and HIV, and to obtain information relevant to these decisions.

9.
Gain interview experience in preparation for leaving school.

10.
Explore options post S4.

Teaching Approach
Personal and social education is conducted predominantly through the methodology of active learning, which should contain the following essential elements:

(a)
CLIMATE BUILDING
Building and maintaining a trusting and supportive atmosphere in which effective learning can take place.

(b)
STRUCTURED ACTIVITIES
Activities structured to enable pupils to address personal and social issues or to learn particular skills.

(c)
PROCESSING
Helping pupils to be aware of what happened during a particular activity, what they have learned from it, and how specifically they can use their learning.

Assessment Procedures
Personal and Social Education is not formally assessed. 

Value Of Course
Education for personal development is an important element in all the activities of a school.  However, because this is such an important area of work, the needs of pupils can best be met by also having in the curriculum a programme of Personal and Social Education during which the personal development and concerns of the pupil can be the primary focus.  The ultimate aim of our Personal and Social Education Programme is to enable pupils to learn well and get the best they possibly can out of school so that they can effectively contribute to society as a good citizen.  They should leave school as mature, responsible and caring people with a valuable contribution to make to society.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course

The main aim of the course is to enable pupils to improve their performance in a range of physical activities and through critical and imaginative practice come to know and understand the principles involved and how they are applied in physical education.

The course has four specific aims, and these are as follows:-

1.
To enable pupils to improve their physical performance by developing the abilities underlying those skills which are fundamental to physical activities by practising and refining techniques.

2.
To enable pupils to know and understand the principles involved by participating in a range of practical activities individually and with others in ways which make various demands on them.

3.
To enable pupils to identify and distinguish different abilities by evaluating their own performance and that of others.

4.
To enable pupils to enhance their affective development by sharing their ideas, communicating their decisions and coming to terms with their responses to various types of challenge.

Course Content
There are four aspects of the course content.  The emphasis given to each of them will vary from component to component.  These aspects are:-

Practical Performance

- 50%
)

Knowledge and Understanding
- 25%
) weighting of each element in overall grade

Evaluating



- 25%
)

Affective Development

Only three of these aspects - practical performance, knowledge and understanding, evaluating - will be assessed for certification.

The planning requirements for the course are as follows:

1.
The total time for the course will be 160 hours

2.
The course will contain a minimum of five components and a maximum of eight

3.
The teaching time for any one component will be a minimum of 20 hours, with a maximum of 50 hours.

A component is a portion of the course within which a group of learning experiences are provided for pupils in the context of one or more physical activities.  The purpose of each component is to provide the appropriate learning experiences which will enable pupils to achieve selected learning outcomes.  The selection of particular components must always be governed by the facilities and staff expertise available at Mearns Academy.  Within the planning requirements described above, we have chosen our own combination of components for the two year course, and those are:

· Gymnastics

· Hockey

· Badminton/Table Tennis

· Basketball

· Volleyball

· Thematic Study on Performance Related Fitness

Teaching Approach
A variety of teaching methods will be employed, including teacher directed learning, guided discovery, problem solving, peer and self assessment and individualised learning.

Homework
Pupils will be expected to complete set tasks as homework exercises on a regular basis in S4.  This will enhance the work done during practical lessons.

Assessment Procedures
Pupils will be assessed by a system common to all three levels, Foundation, General and Credit.  Three of the four aspects listed under "Course Content" form the assessable elements of Practical Performance, Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating.  The Certificate will record an overall award on a 7 point scale of grades, grade 1 being the highest.  The Certificate will also record attainment in each of the assessable elements.  The overall award will be derived from the mean of the grades for those elements with a weighting of 2:1:1 in favour of Practical Performance.  At all levels, Practical Performance will be assessed internally with external moderation.  At all levels, Knowledge and Understanding, and Evaluating will be assessed externally. Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating are assessed through an external examination paper/video.

Value Of Course
It is in the interest of all pupils to participate in some form of physical activity throughout their lives.  This course will not only give pupils regular activity throughout their time at school, but will equip them with life skills and the ability to look at things around them in a more critical and positive way, all of which hopefully will encourage them to continue with some form of activity when they leave school.

RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION

Religious and Moral Education is a ‘core’ subject during S3 and S4.  

In S3 pupils will undertake an SQA National Unit at Intermediate 1 or 2 level.  The unit is called Making Moral Decisions and covers several human rights issues including racism, capital punishment and freedom of speech.
In S4 pupils will undertake a further SQA National Unit at Intermediate 1 or 2.  This will investigate the unfair divide of wealth across the globe.
These units are internally assessed and, if successfully completed, will appear on the candidate’s S3 and S4 examination certificates.

During S3 and S4, pupils will develop critical thinking and empathy skills by questioning their own opinions and examining the opinions of others.  There are opportunities for debates, discussion, research and presentations.  The units are not only useful to pupils as they develop their own moral awareness, but are helpful for careers that involve working with others, such as caring professions, sales, journalism and teaching.

SCIENCE: INTERMEDIATE 1 :

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS.
Science courses are available at different levels in S3 and S4.  

Standard Grade Credit – Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Standard Grade General - Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Note: There is no Standard Grade Foundation level in these 3 subjects.

Also available for study are Intermediate 1 courses for Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  These courses are suitable for pupils who would struggle to be successful at General level or who might only gain a General Grade at Standard Grade.  The inclusion of these courses is to offer a wider range of possible recognised SQA qualifications for all pupils.
Aims of the Courses

These courses provide opportunities of candidates to acquire:

· Knowledge and understanding of the principles and facts and their application of biology, chemistry or physics.

· Appreciation of the relevance of the particular science to themselves, society and industry

· Skills in problem solving

· Practical abilities associate with sciences positive attitudes where they can make informed decisions which will affect the well-being of themselves and others and the quality of the environment.

Content Summary
Intermediate 1 Biology Units:

· Health and Technology

· Biotechnological Industries

· Growing Plants

Intermediate 1 Chemistry Units:

· Chemistry in Action

· Everyday Chemistry

· Chemistry and Life
Intermediate 1 Physics Units:

· Electronics

· Movement

· Practical Electricity

· Radiations

· Sound and Music

· Telecommunications

Assessment

Each of the courses is structured in the same basic way – a number of Units of study.  During these students will sit access level assessments, in class that contribute to the Access Level award.  At the end of each unit there are National Assessments that are again set by the school.  A unit pass is given credit and in order to gain an Intermediate 1 qualification all the units must be passed together with the SQA exam at the end of S4.

During the courses there are also prescribed practical activities that students need to complete that contribute to the unit passes.

Value of the Intermediate courses.

These courses offer a genuine experience in science for pupils who would otherwise struggle with the demands of Credit/General Standard Grade.  In S5 they can progress onto any Intermediate 1 or Intermediate 2 courses offered in the Sciences, or, Managing Environmental Science in conjunction with Social Subjects.

SCIENCE: BIOLOGY: STANDARD GRADE

Note that this course is available at Credit and General Levels only

Aims Of The Course
To provide a contribution to the general education of pupils through their involvement in the process of scientific investigation.  Through these processes it is hoped to foster an objective and analytical approach to problems.  Biology has as its basis the study of living things, their interactions and their relationships with the environment and consequently this should provide pupils with an insight into the biological benefits and hazards which impinge upon their everyday lives.  The course provides a firm basis for further study but is an excellent qualification in its own right.

Course Content
The course is divided into the following seven main topics, each topic being sub-divided.  The course is of 2 years duration.

1.
The Biosphere

2.
The World of Plants

3.
Investigating Cells

4.
The Body in Action

5.
Animal Survival

6.
Inheritance

7.
Biotechnology

Teaching Approach
Individualised Resource Based Learning and teacher-led, evenly spread throughout course.

Assessment Procedure
Based on three elements:

1.
Knowledge and Understanding

2.
Problem Solving

3.
Practical Abilities (9/10 Practical Techniques, plus 2 Investigations)

Graded at two levels -
General -
grades 3 and 4

                       

Credit -
grades 1 and 2

The eventual grading results from an external S4 exam covering Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving questions based on all 7 topics taught, coupled to the internally assessed Practical Abilities.

Value Of Course
To develop individuals with a broad insight into the workings, vulnerability and importance of the biological world around them.

SCIENCE: CHEMISTRY: STANDARD GRADE

Note that this course is available at Credit and General Levels only

Aims Of The Course
1.
To contribute to the general education of pupils by making them aware of the applications of chemistry/science in everyday life.

2.
To develop the skills necessary to find solutions to problems and to develop a wide range of chemical practical abilities.

Course Content
The course is divided up into fifteen topics -

 1.
Chemical Reactions

 2.
Speed of Reactions

 3.
Atoms and the Periodic Table

 4.
How Atoms Combine

 5.
Fuels

 6.
Structures and Reactions of Hydrocarbons

 7.
Properties of Substances

 8.
Acids and Alkalis

 9.
Reactions of Acids

10.
Making Electricity

11.
Metals

12.
Corrosion

13.
Plastics and Synthetic Fibres

14.
Fertilisers

15.
Carbohydrates and Related Substances.

Teaching Approach

A variety of teaching methods are used.  The majority of topics will be whole class lessons with practical work integrated into the course.

Assessment Procedures
Pupils will be assessed in three elements:

  (i)
Knowledge and Understanding

 (ii)
Problem Solving

(iii)
Practical Abilities

Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving will be continuously assessed using end of topic tests.  However, the final grade will be awarded by written external examination. Practical Abilities will be continuously assessed and a final grade will be awarded by the teacher at the end of the course.

Value Of Course
The course provides a suitable base for further study, for training or for work in a wide variety of careers.  It also encourages the pupils to take responsibility for their own work and learning process.

SCIENCE: PHYSICS: STANDARD GRADE 

Note that this course is available at Credit and General Levels only and requires Credit or General work in Maths.
Aims Of The Course


The Standard Grade Physics course aims to contribute to the pupils’ general education by helping to make sense of the physical environment through scientific enquiry.  The essence of such inquiry is problem solving and this course aims to develop the skills necessary to find solutions to scientific problems and, through success and enjoyment, to develop positive pupil attitudes.  Pupils should acquire Knowledge and Understanding of facts and ideas, skills in problem solving, practical ability and a positive attitude toward their environment and their ability to make a contribution towards it.

Course Content
Telecommunications

Using Electricity

Health Physics 

Electronics

Transport

Energy Matters

Space Physics

Teaching Approach
A variety of methods is used. The majority of topics will be whole-class lessons. Practical work and the use of IT will form a significant part of how the course is taught.

Assessment Procedures


Pupils will be assessed in three categories of ability –

Knowledge and Understanding

Problem Solving

Practical Abilities

The first two will be assessed by external examination at the end of the course, but the Practical Ability will be assessed by observation of pupils' practical work throughout the course.  Pupils will be graded by combining the grades from all three categories.  All candidates will have the opportunity of sitting the Credit level or General level examination or both.  In the latter case marks gained in one paper will not be taken into consideration when marking the other paper so the highest grade achieved is the one awarded.

Value Of Course
All pupils should gain an understanding of some simple everyday applications of physics and the more able pupils should understand the essential concepts underlying these applications, thus providing the necessary foundation for further study in the subject.

TECHNICAL: CRAFT AND DESIGN: STANDARD GRADE 

Aims Of The Course
To provide opportunities for thinking creatively and inventively through various 'Design Tasks' from designing a clock to designing a project using a variety of stated metalwork processes.

Pupils will develop the organising of their thinking and achieve success in creating an item that is what they want/require, and is perhaps uniquely their own.  In doing so, they develop skills which can be applied to every area of our modern lives.

Course Content
The pupils will tackle various design briefs.  These are based on themes which provide stimulation for all pupils as they work on a project directly related to themselves and can take home articles they want to have.

Through these design themes, the pupil will develop design and presentation skills making up their design folios, practical skills and knowledge and understanding of the associated technology through the manufacture of the designed item.

Teaching Approach
The course will be resource-based and have a pupil-centred approach using all the resources in the department which include computer-aided drawing, graphics tools both manual and computer which help with ‘folio’ production to the wide range of craft machines and hand tools which assist with the practical models.

This will enable pupils to undertake work appropriate to their abilities and interests and produce professional results.

Design folios will be started in school but will require to be continued and developed at home if a high standard of success is to be achieved.

Assessment Procedures
The Practical abilities and design elements are assessed on the pupils’ work done in class.

The Knowledge and Understanding element is assessed by an examination.

Value Of Course
Pupils will have confidence in identifying, investigating and finally solving problems which are skills that every skilled and professional person requires in our modern world.

The person who can both think and do is recognised as important to society.  Craft and Design provides opportunities for both these tasks and in doing so prepares young people for further education, a working life and leisure activities.

The pupils who take this course can progress to Intermediate 2 and Higher Grade Product Design or Intermediate 1 or 2 Practical Craft Skills (Wood); thereafter various certificates, Diploma and Degree design courses are open to them.

Within the employment sector, the following trades and professions are recognising the qualification:

· Commercial Design

· Industrial Design

· Furniture Design

· Teaching

· Building Services

· Craftsperson – metal/wood and allied trades

· Mechanic.

TECHNICAL: GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION: STANDARD GRADE 

Aim Of Course
The course is about enhancing pupils’ ability to use effectively Technical Graphics as a means of communication through a variety of topics and themes.

It provides the opportunity to develop confidence in presenting and interpreting Technical Graphics while enabling pupils to exercise imagination, creative ability and logical thinking.

Course Content
The content of the course will be covered and developed through assignments or design tasks that introduce pupils to a range of presentation methods used in Technical Graphics enabling them to select appropriate media and materials in solving these tasks.

In addition to formal drawing board skills this also includes computer graphics and draughting methods, sketching and use of colour.

The course is structured around the following topics:


1.  Drawing and Draughting


2.  Computer-Aided Graphics


3.  Illustration and Presentation

Teaching Approach
The course will be resource-based and pupil-centred which will enable pupils to undertake work appropriate to their abilities and interests centred around the various themes and design tasks.

Assessment Procedures
A combination of course work and a final written and drawing external examination.

Value Of Course

Pupils should gain the confidence and ability to use and understand 'Technical Graphics' wherever they encounter it in their future lives.

Pupils can progress to Intermediate 2/Higher Grade, thereafter various certificate, diploma and degree courses.  It often leads to an exemption on the 1st year drawing requirements of University Engineering Courses.

Employment opportunities are quite varied, such as: Architecture, Computer Graphics, Commercial Designing, Industrial Designing, Civil Engineering, Package Designing, Mechanical Engineering, Environmental Planning, Display Designing, Teaching.

PRACTICAL CRAFT SKILLS: INTERMEDIATE 1 & 2

Purpose

This course will contribute to the knowledge, understanding and practical experience of the student whose aspirations and abilities are towards practical work or who is considering a career in the engineering or construction industry in whatever capacity he or she is employed.  It will make a positive contribution to the general education and personal development of any student, particularly in fostering technological capability.  In this respect it is recommended to any students who wish to gain experience and an appreciation of materials and useful craft skills.

The unit specification for the component units of Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 courses will be the same.  The use of performance criteria, range statements and evidence requirements will distinguish between Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2.

Recommended Entry

The student would normally be expected to have had previous experience in craft skills or by negotiation with the Principal Teacher.

Course Details

Three mandatory units of 40 hours, plus final project.

Bench Skills 1 (Wood): Flat-Framed Construction  (40 Hours)

· Use a range of common hand tools

· Make a range of woodworking joints

· Manufacture a product from a working drawing

Bench Skills 2 (Wood): Carcass Construction  (40 Hours)

· Select and use woodworking materials for specific purposes

· Make a range of appropriate woodworking joints

· Manufacture a carcass component from a working drawing

Machining and Finishing (Wood)  (40 Hours)

· Use of common machine tools

· Use of common power tools

· Use finishing techniques on timber products

· With the aid of machine and power tools, manufacture a produce from a working drawing

Assessment Details

Students are required to manufacture a Final Project from a working drawing issued by the SQA for that session.  The grade from this project is the grade for the overall course.  There is no external written examination.

Progression

· Progression to a more specialised award in Construction or Engineering at Intermediate 2 or Higher.

· Exit to employment at operator or semi-skilled level in construction and engineering industries or placement on an industrial training course.

· Exit to employment at craft apprentice level in construction and engineering industries.
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