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The vision of Mearns Academy is :-


“We aspire to be a school acknowledged as a centre of excellence for learning, teaching and the care and welfare of all who work here”
Additionally one of the main aims is:- 
“to provide each pupil with a relevant and challenging learning experience ... and to create opportunities for the involvement of the parents and the community in the education of their children and in the wider life of the school”

One of the principles behind A Curriculum for Excellence is :-
“Homework and structured revision has a key role to play in giving responsibility to pupils to for managing their own learning and has a part to play in making them more able to be ‘confident, ambitious and successful learners” 
Appropriately set homework can have benefits for all involved in the learning process.

	For Pupils:
	For Teachers:
	For Parents/Carers

	To practise and consolidate class work

To catch up on work missed

To revise and prepare for exams

To evaluate progress on topics

To prepare for future topics

To develop study skills

To develop time-management skills

To become independent learners


	To assess pupils’ understanding

To identify pupils’ strengths/weaknesses

To help meet future needs of the individual

To allow for consolidation of class work

To allow opportunity for revision for exams

To evaluate effectiveness of teaching

To help plan future lessons 


	To monitor their child’s progress
To encourage lines of communication between home and school
To provide opportunities for parental co-operation and support




Expectations

All those involved in the process of homework being completed have certain rights and responsibilities. This approach is sympathetic to the aims of the school and to the wider Code of Conduct. Homework is not compulsory but a privilege and every effort will be made by the school to ensure completion by all pupils to the best of their ability. We appreciate the support of parents/carers in this matter to ensure all learners realise their academic potential. 

In general:

Pupils have the right to be set appropriate homework and be given support to pursue their learning.

Pupils have a responsibility to bring their planners to school everyday, record and complete homework punctually and encourage parents/carers to monitor their planners

Teachers have the right to expect and receive punctual completed homework to the best of the pupil’s ability
Teachers have a responsibility to issue appropriate homework with clear instructions, offer further support where necessary and provide timely constructive feedback

Parents/carers have a right to be kept informed of policy, practice and progress regarding their child’s homework 
Parents have a responsibility to encourage the completion of homework thus supporting school policy and sign their pupil’s planner on a weekly basis.

In the event of a pupil missing an initial homework deadline, a new agreed deadline will be set by the class teacher. Should a second deadline be missed then the Principal Teacher or Faculty Head would become involved. Where a pupil has still not completed the homework exercise then Guidance Teachers and Year Heads would take action to support the pupil and liaise with parents/carers. Ultimately, the privilege of homework may be withdrawn in the event of a pupil continually failing to fulfil his/her responsibilities.
Workload
Homework and structured revision should be administered in a consistent and appropriate fashion, in line with department policy and with regard to the pupil’s whole school curriculum. It is difficult to give a definitive allocation to time spent on homework as this varies from subject to subject, level and pupil ability. However, on average, pupils and parents should expect:

	Year
	Level
	Max Weekly Time per subject
	Weekly Total including independent study

	S1
	
	30 min weekly task + 1 hour per subject
	5 hours

	S2
	
	1 hour + 2 hours Maths & English
	6 hours

	S3
	G/F

G/C
	1 – 1.5 hours 

1.5 – 2 hours
	6 hours
8 hours

	S4
	G/F

G/C
	1 – 1.5 hours 

1.5 – 2 hours
	6 hours
8 hours

	S5
	Intermediate

Higher
	2 – 3 hours
4 – 5 hours
	8 hours
12 hours

	S6
	Higher 

Adv Higher
	4 – 5 hours
5 – 10 hours
	12 hours
15 hours


N.B.

S1 – Will complete a weekly homework task relating to Numeracy, Literacy and Health and Wellbeing. This will following on from good practice established in associated primary schools.

S3/4 – Pupils will need to organise their time as homework will increase significantly in preparation for prelims, SQA exams and coursework deadlines.
S5/6 – Students will need to make efficient use of supervised and unsupervised study periods to ensure they meet deadlines and also balance positions of school responsibility and part time employment. 
All pupils/students following certificate classes in S3 to S6, in particular, should be aspiring to become independent learners. Homework does not simply consist of written exercises administered by class teachers. Youngsters must realise that personal reflection, note taking and classwork consolidation are all homework tasks that should be an integral part of their approach to learning.


Each subject has catalogued some of the homework activities that support learning in their curricular area. The list is not exhaustive but an indication of good practice that will ensure pupils are well prepared to achieve the skills and learning outcomes needed to progress in each subject. 

	EXPRESSIVE ARTS

	Subject
	Details of Tasks
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	Art
	· Sketchbook drawings
· Analysis of art work in magazines etc

· Research artists/designers

· Collect packaging, lettering, adverts 

· Essay writing – critical response to visual illustrations

· Seniors students will spend a considerable amount of time on practical homework after school in the dept
	· Increase basic skills and confidence
· Raise awareness of social application

· Raise awareness of different styles
· Assist with elements of design

· Recognise and compare different styles features
	· Monitor planner assist with acquisition of art materials

· Encourage pupils to meet coursework deadlines 

· 

	Drama
	· Consider storylines for scripts 

· Locate items to support practical work

· Plan for presentations

· Revise theory notes and write evaluations

· Maintain investigative drama logbook

· Prepare dramatic commentaries


	· Further knowledge of media
· Improve creative thinking

· Tune practical performances
	· Check planner
· Become familiar with pupil’s drama profile

	Music
	· Solo practice of instruments
· Seek access to use music dept for instrument use and composition software instruments at lunch and after school

· Work on compositions and arrangements

· Keep log book up to date
· Learn concepts for listening

	· Improve basic skills, performance and confidence
· Improve listening skills

· Apply knowledge to musical composition

· Use ICT to facilitate compositions


	· Monitor pupil logs
· Listen to pupil performances




	MATHEMATICS

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	Maths
	· Complete unfinished work

· Consolidate work done in class

· End of unit homework and challenge exercises

· Past paper questions

· Use online study resources via GLOW
	· Improve numeracy skills, increase confidence with number

· Improve confidence and understanding

· Encourage good use of notes and practise problem solving
	· Practise tables with pupils

· Encourage pupils to meet homework deadlines

· Encourage pupils to seek help from teacher before homework deadline

· Encourage pupils to use notes, homework booklets and past papers


	Languages

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	English
	· Further personal reading

· Undertake reading and spelling tasks

· Complete written work, prepare for talks

· Meet all folio deadlines

· Work independently on Personal study
	· Improve basic literacy skills and confidence

· Improve extended writing skills

· Differentiate between different writing skills

· Become confident and articulate with talking
	· Check planner and presentation of work

· Listen to talks, discuss issues and facilitate spelling

· Encourage reading for enjoyment

· Check deadlines are being met, including folio

	Mod langs
	· Consolidation of daily work including vocabulary

· Preparation for speaking and writing assessments

· Grammar and written exercises

· Reading texts for comprehension
	· Understanding of a modern language and foreign culture

· Improve analytical skills

· Deeper understanding of language and grammar
	· Check planner and vocabulary retention

· Promote the importance of gaining a qualification in another language 


	Religious and Moral Education

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	RME
	· Research, preparation for presentations

· Revision and consolidation for Unit assessments

· Complete classroom tasks
	· Become confident understanding key ideas
· Become an independent worker

· Investigate different cultures
	· Check planner

· Discuss with pupils moral issues raised in class

· Informally look over written work


	Science

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	Science
S1/S2
	· Exercises to consolidate classwork and improve problem solving skills
· Preparation for talks

· Preparation for end of topic tests
	· Appreciation of fundamental scientific concepts and terminology
· Recognise the role of creativity and inventiveness in science
· Develop an understanding of the Earth’s resources and the need for responsible use of them

· Draw conclusions and report on scientific experiments

· Develop a lifetime interest in science
	· Monitor planner
· Encourage pupils to seek assistance when having difficulty

	Physics/
Chemistry/
Biology/
Human Biology
	· Regular review of notes and questions to consolidate learning
· Problem solving and data handling exercises

· Preparation for and essay writing 

· End of sub topic and topic homework exercises to prepare for assessments 
	· Understand correct scientific terminology, facts and relationships
· Recognise the role of creativity and inventiveness in science

· Develop an understanding of the Earth’s resources and the need for responsible use of them

· Draw conclusions and report on scientific experiments

· Develop a lifetime interest in science
	· Monitor planner
· Encourage pupils to seek assistance when having difficulty


	Technologies

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	Technical
	· Maintain work diary, including plans and evaluations

· Complete unfinished work

· Ensure design folio is well developed
	· Have an appreciation for Health and Safety guidelines and awareness of the consequences in school and in the workplace

· Become effective at planning and evaluation

· Manage a task from design stage through to model completion

· Become familiar with the use of a wide range of technical tools/power tools
	· Check planner

· Ensure pupils have appropriate materials and meet folio deadlines

· Discuss classwork with pupils and offer support with their design ideas

	Graphic/

Craft and Design/

Product Design
	· Revision of notes to consolidate classwork and prepare for NABs

· Gain access to dept to ensure folio/coursework deadlines are met

· Preparation for end of Unit tests and certificate exams
	· To help students consolidate and reflect on classwork
· Apply skills of critical thinking when evaluating the quality and effectiveness of products or own work

· Be proficient in third-angle projection applying this to 2-D and 3-D images, on drawing boards and ICT software 
	· Check planner

· Ensure pupils have appropriate materials and meet folio deadlines

· Discuss classwork with pupils and offer support with their design ideas

	Computing

Information technology
	· Consolidate classwork via worksheets 

· Research and prepare for presentations

· Revision of notes and evaluation exercises

· Analysis and design work

· Use of scholar website
	· To help pupils consolidate key aspects of classwork

· To help pupils evaluate their learning and highlight what they need to focus on

· To help pupils reflect on topics discussed in class
	· Check planner and website

· Encourage productive use of ICT monitoring use of social websites 

· Engage in discussions relating to classwork

	Business Studies

Admin

Accounts
	· Revision of notes and consolidation of classwork

· Set questions in preparation for unit assessments

· Preparation and practice for practical exams
	· Become confident in application of number and money

· Understanding of the principles behind business and commerce
	· Monitor planner

· See website


	Social Studies

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	Social Studies
	· Formal written exercises
· Preparation for field work and presentations

· Report writing

· Question and answer exercises
· Research
	· Improve ability to explore and evaluate a variety of source materials
· Develop an expertise in map reading and interpretation

· Develop a capacity to identify trends, drawing conclusions from data sources

· Improve understanding of the impact of key events on my life
	· Monitor planner
· Encourage mature attitude towards revision and study

· Discuss issues being taught in class

	History/
Modern studies/
Geography
	· Complete essays on related topics
· Exercises to improve ‘source handling skills’ and ‘enquiry skills’

· Use of past papers

· Work towards extended writing, dissertations
	· Develop analytical skills

· Develop an understanding of different cultures 
· Develop transferable skills and ability to make connections

· Enhance essay writing skills

· Raise awareness of importance of independent study
	· Encourage mature attitude towards revision and study
· Encourage reading and research

· Liaise with school and Principal Teacher 


	Health and Wellbeing

	Subject
	Details of Tasks 
	Learning Objectives/Intentions
	Parental help

	PE
	· Evaluate weekly exercise

· Complete worksheets related to topics

· Past paper questions
	· Have an understanding of the importance of exercise and keeping healthy
	· Encourage participation in sports clubs
· 

	Home Economics
	· Written exercises to consolidate theory
· 
	· Raise an awareness of risks and tasks around the home

· To increase pupil independence and confidence
	· Encourage healthy eating
· Encourage pupils to help out around the home

· Discuss issues being taught in class

	Guidance,
PSE

Tutors

SMT
	· Prepare talks for PSE
· Reflect on school reports and take advice on course choice

· Complete personal statements and complete exercises geared towards lifelong learning 
	PSE will play a central role supporting all subjects promote the key principles

· Become confident individuals
· Become responsible citizens

· Become successful learners

· Become effective contributors 
	· Keep positive line of communication with school
· Ensure pupils prepared for school day

· Check planners, return tear off letters, notes etc


Rationale Behind Setting Homework





Homework Expectations, Workload and Content





Departmental Expectations








