Eco Club   4/11/11

Present: Mrs Oliver, Mrs Currie, Mrs Adams, Mrs Bryce, Mrs Monachello, Miss Clayton, Owen, Marieanne, Christie, Abigail, Jordan, Andrew,Connie, Rebecca and Ronan.

Presentation by A Turner (Wildlife Crime Education Officer) “ Wildlife Crime in Grampian”.

· There is lots of legislation to protect wildlife e.g. 1981 Wildlife Act and fines of up to £10,000 can result if found guilty.

· The national priorities are

· Poaching (deer, salmon, hare coursing)

· Badger persecution

· Raptors

· Freshwater Pearl Mussels

· CITIES ( international trade in endangered species and their products e.g. ivory)

· Bat persecution

· The Mearns is a hotspot for hare coursing  and the illegal betting that goes along with it and is carried out by people associated  with other illegal activities such as car crime, drug dealing and stealing from farms.

· Badgers are flushed out of their sets using terriers which is illegalas the 1996 Act makes it illegal to disturb badgers. Even forestry workers are not allowed to dig within 15 m of a badgers set.

· We were shown pictures of a range of traps used illegally. If you come across on do NOT TOUCH IT
as this would be vandalism. Take photos, cover it if you can safely to prevent further contact, note the location and witnesses then phone the police.

· Traps can be legal if they conform to certain regulations and are checked every 24 hours.

· Bird poisoning is fairly common  for example by cutting open a dead hare to insert poison and using it as bait.

· These are highly poisonous so do not touch or let your dog near this.

A Turner will be back in two weeks time with a crime scene.

