Eco Club 2/12/11
Present: Mrs Oliver, Mrs Currie, Mrs Adams Fraser, Jamie, Owen, Barnaby, Ronan, Marieanne and Rebecca.
1. As the Green Flag needs to be reapplied for at the end of January and this must be done by pupils volunteers were asked for. Pairs of pupils have put together a rota for the next three Wednesday afternoons, periods 5&6. Particular attention will need to be given to our Global Energy Footprint and how this links to our curriculum. Also, how the Eco Schools programme contributes to the 7 principles of Curriculum Design and the 4 capacities for pupils in Curriculum for Excellence. Some of the things we have achieved since we were first awarded the Green Flag include: outside seating, the puchase of a basketball hoop, starting up composting, 70 recycling bins around the school, planting fruit trees (one donated by the Scottish Parliament), the polytunnel, litter greatly reduced around the school, the station garden  and monitoring biodiversity in the school grounds.
2. Since January 2010 we have been involved in a number of events: 

March 2010 St. Cyrus; painting the bird hide and clearing paths.

April 2010 GO-4-SET; a presentation on what we are doing to recycle and minimise waste at Mearns Academy. Followed by a presentation at B.P. headquarters in Aberdeen which resulted in this organisation using our model to implement recycling on B.P. platforms offshore! This links with their anaerobic digester program on Shetland.
May 2010; S1 Litter Pick.
June 2010; Stakeholders of the new school were asked for their ideas for making the school environmentally sustainable and we were happy to give our suggestions.

Sept 2010; at our suggestion a prize was awarded to encourage plastic bottles to be collected at points along the  Sponsored Walk  route to reduce litter. It worked well and Angus Taylor was the first winner!

Eve Keepax (Eco Schools Scotland) came to give us advice on the ‘Food and the Environment’ topic. She was impressed at what we were already doing.

Sept 2010; An enthusiastic group of pupils and staff went to visit the Wind Turbine Farm up at the Garvock.
Oct/Nov 2010; selling Daffodil bulbs provided by Grampian Growers.
Nov 2010; We received a visit from Joanna Stewart (Aberdeenshire Travel Officer) to encourage pupils to cycle to school and provide them with bike racks. The Eco Club purchased a digital camera to allow us to record our activities graphically. At this time we were busy composting, recycling waste from H.E. and preparing for GO-4-SET. 
Dec 2010; Andy Turner made his first visit as Educational wildlife officer to raise our awareness of crimes that occur in our area, harming our wildlife. He brought a selection of traps which shocked us. This month also saw us received our large selection of recycling bins to distribute around the school.
Jan 2011; A group of pupils and staff went to the Scottish Parliament to hear talks and attend question and answer sessions on the new ‘Food and the environment’ topic.

From February through to May we continued recycling, looking at our school energy consumption  and had another S1 Litter Pick. 
June 2011; We sowed a wild meadow at the back of the school to improve the biodiversity of the school grounds and made another visit to the Wind Farm up on the Garvock.  Also a  maternity roost of bats was found in the roof of the Art Department! 

August 2011; Eight fruit trees (apple, pear  and plum) were purchased for our school orchard. We were also fortunate to have a visit from Karen Wood from TRANS Mearns to help us look at Climate Challenge Issues. She explained how an impact study was followed by a 4 month study of consumption/ waste in our lives. A bat survey was carried out by Rebecca and Connie assisted by Niall Currie from St. Cyrus Nature Reserve.
Sept 2011; We were visited by Niall Currie and Kirsty Harris from St. Cyrus Nature Reserve to talk about creating a pond and thereby improving biodiversity round our school. 
Oct 2011; A group of second years along with Mrs Adams and Mrs Currie attended a very interesting Eco Event at Lathallan School a few days before the October holiday.
Nov 2011; Andy Turner gave us an excellent presentation on Wildlife crime followed up a fortnight later by him settting up crime scenes for the pupils  to investigate! 

We certainly haven’t been sitting on our laurels since we were awarded the Green Flag!

